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TERRITORY OF`DAKOTA. 
DEPARTMENT OF 


IMMIGRATION AND STATISTICS. 
BISMARCK, Dec. 31, 1888. 


. 


To His Excellency, l 
GOVERNOR L.. K. CHURCH, 


sla - SIR: l 


In compliance with the law, I have the honor to make 


bou herewith, biennial report of the operations and -affairs of my 
office. ed, à 
{ £ 


» 
y? 


Very respectfully, 
a P. F. MCCLURE, 
bon Commissioner of Immigration, Ex-officio Territorial Statistician. 
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REPORT OF 


COMMISSIONER OF IMMIGRATION. 


The accompanying report is intended to furnish a resume of 
the official duties performed by the Commissioner of Immigration 
during the period which has elapsed since the presentation of the 
last biennial report, December 15, 1886, 

From the date of its establishment by act of the legislature in 
March, 1885, to March 12, 1887, the office was in charge of Hon. 
Lauren Dunlap; on the date last named Mr. Dunlap was suc- 
ceeded by the present incumbent. 

There was appropriated by act of the legislature, do 
March 11, 1887, for defraying the general printing, publication 
and expense fund of the office of the Commissioner of Immigra- 
tion the sum of seven thousand dollars for the year ending Decem- 
ber 31, 1887, and the sum of seven thousand dollars for the year 
ending December 31, 1888—fourteen thousand dollars in all. 
From this fund the following disbursements have been made on 
vouchers certified ta by the Commissioner and audited by the 
Territorial Auditor: 


me . 


DISBURSEMENT OF FUNDS, 1887. 


ADVERTISING. 

` For advertisements inserted in various newspapers ............... $ 183 70 

For 11,258 “Dakota Lithographs,” furnished by Forbes Lithograph 
Manufacturing Co., Boston ........ ccc. ccee cece cece nese ceeees 956 93 
For 8,002 strawboárd rolls for mailing lithographs............ ..... 105 33 
For 10,000 printed address slips.............. en . 1250 
For framing 125 lithographs............ esee ene 126 50 
For 4 gazeteers for use of óffice, mailing advertisements.......... 21 00 
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i PRINTING. 

For 500 pamphlets “West Missouri Colony” ...................... $ 50 00 
For 20,000 “Monthly Bulletins,” January, 1887 ................... 616 78 
For 3,000 “Monthly Bulletins,” February, 1887.................... 24 85 
For 1,000 copies special edition St. Paul Pioneer Press............ 30 00 
For 500 pamphlets, *Dakota as a-Health Resort”................. 7 00 
For 2,000 “Crop Reports,” July, 1887............ cece cent cece ewes’ | 25 00 
For 1,000 “Crop Reports,” August, 1887 .......... ooo.oooooomo.... 12 50 
.For 10,000 advance sheets of “Resources of Dakota”.............. 459 50 
For part payment on contract with Argus-Leader Co., of Sioux 

Falls, for printing “Resources of Dakota”.................... . 1,500 00 
Hor outs and plates’ + cc ania ies IRR dra e ka FE ER EES 18 50 
For cuts and plates for “Resources of Dakota” TE 125 00 
For cuts and plates for “Resources of Dakota" ................... 18 00 
For 3,000 maps, of Rand, McNally & CO... ............ eese 190 00 
For 7,500 maps of Rand, McNally & Co, and cost of correcting plate. 155 00 
For 25,000 coal area maps for “Resources of Dakota". Mwen sèn kai Ta 125 00 

Total A ce ee AA San e Ga $3,350 13 

STATIONERY. 


For office stationery including blanks, letter heads, envelopes, 
wrappers, circulars to correspondents, etc. from January 1, 
1887, to January 1, 1888 -ess sees ccd ces ake Y ERR Rad 272 32 
POSTAGE. 
For postage, including postal cards, newspaper wrappers and box- 
rent from January 1, 1887, to January 1, 1888................. 3 920. 74 
SUNDRY ACCOUNTS. 


For express charges on advertising matter, etc., received and l 
shipped from January 1, 1887 to January 1, 1888............. $ 139 40 


For freight charges on advertising matter received and shipped from 

January 1, 1887, to January 1, 1888 ............ooo.ooooommooo.. 115 33 
For drayage, boxing, etc., from January 1, 1887 to January 1, 1888. 34 75 
For office furniture and fixtures, January 1, 1887, to January 1, 1888 53 50 
For photographs and views, from January 1, 1887, to January 1, 1888 11 00 
Clerk hire and labor, compiling, copying and arranging matter for 

publication and distributiON...........essssccesooesescoosoonr 
A, B. Gray; Bismarck ioco wey rk auod CE RID red aad a aas 20 00 
D.: W: Ensign; Devils Lake. ETT e ia 2 50 
G. M. Kimball, Deadwood........... cece cece cece nnne 10 00 
Wm. H. Becker, Fargo............. kiere due euius actu Sor anis s c 10 00 
Geo, L. Hunt, Bismarck di o ha fase eb e e rate 14 00 
W. H. Davenport, Watertown............ see een 20 00 
Khuen & Wilhams, Bismarek, (correcting map of Pakot) TE 25 00 
J. S. McFarland, Huron oec ea pans am E URSI PEE 5 00 
Mildred Woolfolk, Bismarck............... cece eee nennen 24 00 


Max Bass, (on “Resources Dakota”).............e.e.seeeecessseus 455 75 
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Wages of girls mailing advertising mattèT.... .... .....eeseooeeee» $ 16 20 
For small accounts, including twine, rubber stamps, repairs to type- 
water beso e a rk did 90 75 
For telegrams sent and received from January 1, 1887, to January 1 d 
D. PR HEP 73 67 
$ 1,050 85 


DISBURSEMENTS OF 1888. . 


ADVERTISING 


For 4,375 “Dakota Lithographs” from Forbes Lithograph Manufact- 


uring Company, Boston............ cc ee rese ete sort gens enn $ 346 37 
For framing lithographs... ..... eee cece seve kree cece sese tees esee os 11 00 
For 3,000 strawboard rolls for mailing lithographs................ 29 25 

: $ 386 62 

PRINTING AND BIMDING. 
Bradner, Smith & Co., Chicago, paper furnished.................. $ 1571 71 
Argus-Leader Co., Sioux Falls, balance on printing account....... 1,780 25 
Dakota Bell Co., Sioux Falls, for binding.............. eee eee. 300 00 


For binding two -maps in “Resources of Dakota," Dakota Bell Co ~ 20 00 
For binding “Resources of Dakota” in stiff covers, J. S. Bishop & 


Obi TOA vinci sac ate RIDERE RENE IER Satan, des 5 50 
For binding 400 “Resources of Dakota,” Dakota State Bindery, 

Huron Dess ing URS eek whee eee a Lines qe ed eds 100 00 
For cuts, plates, diagrams, etc., for “Resources of Dakota," balance 

due Lord € Thomas, ChiCAg0........ e eee cece sess reece teens 245 00 
For 25,000 geological maps of Black Hills, for “Resources of 

Dakota," Rand, McNally & Co... 0. ee eee cet eee eae 207 50 
For 1,000 maps of Dakota, Rand, MeNally & Co.................. 25 00 
For 5,000 maps of Dakota, Rand, McNally & Co...... E 175 00 
For 25,000 book wrappers, printeÒ..............eseseseeesescsees 73 80 

Totals tea ul ers A A IN $ 4,453 76 

STATIONERY. 


For office stationery, including blanks, letter heads, envelopes, cir- 
culars to correspondents, etc., etc:, from January 1,1888, to De- 
cember L 1888. a O Ma $ 182 62 


POSTAGE. 


For postage, including postal cards, newspaper wrappers and box 
rent from January 71, 1888 to December 1, 1888................ $ 983 99 


t 
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SUNDRY ACCOUNTS. 


For express charges on advertising matter received and shipped 


from January 1, 1888, to December 1, 1888 .................o... $ 19611 
For freight charges on advertising matter received and shipped ; 

from January 1, 1888, to Dacember 1, 1888.................... 305 41 
For drayage, boxing, etc. of advertising matter received and 

shipped from January 1, 1888 to December 1, 1888........ BS 95 02 
For office furniture and fixtures from January 1, 1888, to December 

I; A O da iiu ied eae ied ka Aa a a e e a dead 136 77 
For photographs and ViGW8.........eeesescseeseseoo. MAR NY ALYE Dean 4 75 


For clerk hire and labor, compiling, copying and arranging matter 
for publication and distribution, and repairs to, and care of d 
fice, January 1, 1888 io December 1, as 


Max Dass Pierre: ae AAA 82 55 
Arthur Wilson, Pietro: wè voee veros A Re GAA RARER 13 50 
E. Al Lieb Pierro o0 Rei ae ae bese ae kek Sen edad as 12 29 
Eph Kinne, Pierre... eee MR hus 12 00 
RB Kolsh; Pioro- ouod ver vip OA mo zan RA SEN 5 00 


CoC: Moulton, PIorreo. i ee Lu ure ox nue A CER UC RO guck C RENE ER 45 
Wages of girls, mailing advertisiüg matter, Sioux Falls........... 8 
For telegrams sent and received January 1, 1888 to December 1, 1888 46 40 
For sundry small accounts and expenditures................. Cos. 38 34 


To meet a deficit incurred under the former administration of 
this office, the legislature, by the same act, approved March 11, 
1887, appropriated “eight hundred dollars, or so much thereof 
“as may be necessary for the payment of expenditures for print- 
“ing, publishing, postage, and other necessaries made by the 
Commissioner of Immigration prior to December 31, 1886, on ac- 
“count of, and in pursuance of the duties of his office, to be paid 
“upon his sworn and itemized account, when approved by the 
“governor.” 

In compliance with this authority, the following accounts for 
printing, publishing, postage, etc., due and unpaid, December 31, 
1886, were approved by the governor on the sworn and itemized 
statement of Hon. Lauren Dunlap, commissioner at the time of 
payment: 

Voucher of March 12, 1887..... cava ande ané "T RE $786 40 

The office has received, covering the period from January 1, 
1887, to December 1, 1888, postage to the amount of $66.04, en- 


closed with requests for printed matter, maps, ete. These stamps 
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were expended by forwarding to applicants the desired publica- 


tions or written information, as the instance might demand. 
+ 


RECAPITULATION. 


GENERAL FUND—CREDIT. 


By appropriation for maintenance of office. 1887........ $7,000 00 
By appropriation for maintenance of office, 1888........ 7,000 00 
By appropropriation to defray accounts made prior to 
December 31, 1886......... Vet Ek eta Ma erae 800 00 
By postage received from correspondents 1887-8........ 66 04° 
$ 14,866 04 
GENERAL FUND—DEBTOR. l 
To expenditures for maintenance of office, 1887......... $7,000 00 
To expenditures for maintenance of office, 1888.......... 6,953 88 
To defray accounts made prior to December 31, 1886..... 786 40 
To expenditures of stamps received from correspondents 66 04 
dem $ 14,806 32 
Unexpended balance December 1, 1888 ................. $. 59 72 


The act creating the office of Commissioner of Immigration 


says that it shall be his duty “to look after and devise means to 


“advance the immigration interests of Dakota, and to encourage 


“and promote the permanent settlement and improvement of all. 


* sections of the territory. He shall have charge of the prepar- 
“ation in manuscript, the publication and the distribution by mail 
“and otherwise of any and all documents and articles of reading 
“matter, designed to convey, correct and full information on all 
“ matters pertaining to the growth and development of the agri- 
“cultural, manufacturing, commercial and mining interests of 
“Dakota. He shall attend to all correspondence relating to im- 


“ migration, and shall do all in his power by letter, by the use of 


“published printed matter, and through personal efforts, to secure 
“the most liberal and extensive advertisement of the resources and 
* opportunities of Dakota. It shall be his aim to induce the in- 
“vestment of capital in agricultural, in mining, and in different 
“industrial and mercantile pursuits, and to facilitate the coming 
“to Dakota of persons and families seeking permanent location 
for new homes.” [Session Laws 1885, Chap. 66, Sec. 4. ] 


at 
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It has been the earnest endeavor of the commissioner, in trans- 
acting the affairs of his office, to frame his policy and lay out his 
work in accordance with the law as quoted, viz: “for the advance- 
“ment of the immigration interests of Dakota and to encourage 
“and promote the permanent settlement and improvement of all 
* Sections of the territory.” Of course, where so much latitude is 
given in the way of interpreting the exact detail to be pursued 
that the infent of the law may be fulfilled, (as is found in the act 
creating the office) there will be honest and, perhaps, well founded 
criticisms of the methods adopted by the commissioner; indeed, 
he has been surprised that these judgments should be so few and 
tempered so kindly. It has been his study to keep in view the re- 
sponsibilities resting upon him and no step was taken without 
such thought and labor as is within the scope of his ability. The 
publications and advertisements issued by this office, during the 
past two years, have the full approval of the commissioner’s judg- 
ment of what was best under the circumstances, “to induce the 
“investment of capital in agricultural, in mining and in different 
“industrial and mercantile pursuits, and to facilitate the coming 
“to Dakota of persons and families seeking permanent location.” 

The policy was inaugurated, from the beginning, of communi- 
cating directly, wherever possible, with persons desirous of obtain- 


. ing information, as opposed to that of distributing advertising 


matter in quantities through auxiliary channels. It was also un- 
derstood to be the. paramount duty of the commissioner to in- 
struct those not already residents of Dakota on questions relating 
to the growth and development of the territory; to urge upon in- 
vestors and home-seekers the opportunities here offered, and to 
endeavor, in every laudable way to find occupants for the 24,000,000 
acres of rich agricultural and grazing lands; laborers and capital- 
ists who should develop our mines and industries, and merchants 
and tradesmen who should build up our cities and commerce. 
Believing this to be the real intent and purpose of the establish- 
ment of the office, the commissioner has labored to place infor- 
mation in the hands of inquirers from abroad, at the same time 
restricting the distribution of advertising matter at home to certain 
bounds and limitations. Some such rule as this was necessary 
from the fact that requests originating within the territory for 


1 
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books, pamphlets and maps, were so numerous, as to have ex- 
hausted, by a compliance therewith, the entire fund of the com- 
missioner, thus making the fulfillment gf the first duty of the 
office as he interpreted it, viz: “the education of those seekers after 
information who reside without our boundaries,” an impossibility. 

It was not only the cost of the preparation and printing of 
these official publications which caused the heavy drain upon the 
commissioner’s appropriation and led him to hesitate when re- 
quested to forward a copy by mail to almost every resident of the 
territory, but the postage, too, was no smali item of expense. For 


instance, it required in stamps eleven cents to transmit through 


the mails a single copy of the “Resources of Dakota,” bound in 
paper cover. i l a 
Where it was thought the benefit to be derived from a distribu- 
tion of printed matter, without expense to the recipient, was of 
sufficient importance to warrant it, the books, maps, pamphlets, 
advértisements, etc., were freely sent, whether the demand came 
from within the territory or without, or whether the request was 
for a quantity or for a single number. In deciding these and sim- 
ilar questions of policy and propriety the commissioner has done 
what, in his judgment, seemed best for the accomplishment.of the 


` greatest good with the funds placed in his hands. Maps, small 


pamphlets, and like inexpensive matter, costing the minimum for 
postage, have been furnished to every applicant so long as the 
supply of material held out. Books, lithographs, etc., have been 
forwarded to points outside of the territory, free of postage, or 
any charge for carriage by express or freight—with few excep- 
tions; but, as a rule, parties resident in Dakota and desirous of 
obtaining the larger publications have been requested to defray 
the cost of transmittal. 

In a communication dated early in the present year, and ad- 
dressed to Hon. O. S. Gifford, the territory’s delegate in congress, 
the commissioner set forth the fact that the country atlarge had 
an interest almost equal to that of oursin the settlement and devel- 
opment of the vast area of rich agricultural lands in Dakota be- 
longing to the national government. “Therefore it was suggested 
that congress be asked to pass a measure granting to territories 
maintaining offices established for the purpose of inducing immi- 
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. gration and the occupancy of vacant public lands, the right to 
use a “penalty envelope,” in effect, the same as the “envelopes” 
which are furnished to, the United States land officers, special 
agents of the interior department, and, in fact, to all goverment 
officials. In furtherance of this suggestion the argument was 
made that if a territory imposed a tax upon her people, amount-' 
ing to several thousand dollars each year, for the purpose of rais- 
ing a fund to be éxpended in efforts to advance the settlement of 
the public domain, congress should, at least, permit the transmit- 
tal through the United States mails, free of any charge for pos- 
tage, of all books, pamphlets, maps, advertisements, etc., issued 
with the view of encouraging immigration. It was also stated to 
have. been the experience of this office that a sum equivalent to 
about 25 per cent. of the cost of all printed matter published by 
the commissioner was expended in defraying the expense of its 
distribution by mail. Mr. Gifford responded very kindly in a 
letter expressing his full accord with the reasonableness of the 
commissioner’s views and tendering his aid in bringing about the 
necessary legislation. 

In order to inform those seeking homes or investments that 
the territory maintained an office, the duty of which was to answer 
all inquiries and supply information concerning Dakota gratui- 
tously, the commissioner’s first efforts were exerted to invent 
some plan whereby this fact could be given the widest notoriety 
in an attractive and lasting manner, with a minimum outlay of 
money. The experiment had already been tried of inserting in 
selected lists of newspapers and periodicals having a large circula- 
tion in She localities which had furnished any considerable addi- 
tions to ou population, advertisements like the following: 

“Facts about Dakota. Over 24,000,000 acres of free govern- 
ment land still vacant and subject to homestead and pre-emption. 
Official maps and pamphlets deseriptive of every section of the 
great territory, its soil, climate, productions, advantages and de- 
velopment—agricultural, manufacturing, commercial and mineral 
—the government land laws etc. Reliable information sent free 
on application to P. F. McClure, commissioner of immigration, 
Bismarck, Dakota.” 

The total. sum expended in this manner amounted to $183.70, 
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but the results were not entirely satisfactory.- While it is true 
that the number of inquiries were largely increased for a few days 
following the publication of such an advertisement, yet the effect 
was soon lost, unless the notice was continually displayed before 
the public, and to do this in papers. having a popular and well 
established circulation throughout the several states where the 
experiment was tried would entail constant and considerable ex- 
pense. l 

After careful investigation it was decided to substitute the 
“hanger” or “wall lithograph” plan for advertising the office as 
being more attractive and permanent than the newspaper method 
previously described. It was thought that if a design could be 
hit upon which would illustrate some subject connected with 
Dakota’s history, most popular aud familiar to the great reading 
“public of the nation, and, -at the same time, bear on its face relia- 
ble statistical data comparing the standing of the territory on 
leading matters, with the states and other divisions of the union 
—that such an advertisement, if neatly designed and executed, 
could be sent anywhere, with a reasonable hope of its being dis- 
played and preserved for some time, either for the attractiveness 
of the design or the general information it conveyed. And so 
long as the hanger was displayed it would remain a standing ad- 
vertisement calling attention to our wonderful growth and devel- 
opment and would also inform those desiring further and more 
detailed information that this office furnished books, maps, pamph- 
lets, etc., deseriptive of Dakota, free, on demand. 

In letters of the same tenor and date, addressed to Messrs. 
Rand, MeNally & Co., Chicago; the Moss Engraving Company, 
New York; Messrs. Lee and Sheppard, Boston; the Jeffreys 
Printing Company, Chicago; and the Forbes Lithograph Manufac- 
turing Company, Boston, the commissioner suggested a design 
which was afterwards adopted, and requested the submission 
from each one of the-firms named, of a full sized drawing, finished 
in color and detail, to be accompanied by a proposal for supply- 
ing this office with 25,000. The offer of the Forbes Lithograph 
Manufacturing Company to furnish the hangers for 8$ cents each 
was accepted and a total of 12,377 lithographs were ordered at 
different times, all of which have been distributed. The adver- 
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lisement was well received wherever sent and the demand for it 
was fully up to the expectations of the office. A much larger 

` quantity.could have been used to advantage, but the cost of other 
work already contracted for prevented the purchase of as many 
..color cards as at first intended. To distribute these hangers to 
the best effect late gazeteers were obtained, from’ which were 
selected the addresses of parties engaged in such lines of trade or 
business as would insure the greatest publicity to the advertise- 
ment, like hotels, postoffices, barber shops, real estate offices, etc. 
As a general thing they were forwarded through the mail, en- 
elosed securely in strawboard rolls or cases, at a cost of 3 cents 
for postage, with a printed slip, stating from whence they came, 
and requesting that they be posted in & safe and conspicuous 
place. A limited number, distributed among the leading hotels. 
of the largest cities, were mounted and fra med and forwarded by ` 
express, charges prepaid. 

The commissioner is satisfied that the exper iment of advertising 
by means of wall hangers was a successful one and he believes 
that the money thus expended has returned a full measure of ben- 
efits to the territory. The lithograph is to be seen on the walls of 
offices, stores, public places and dwellings in many of the towns 
of the East; some of theni will have been studied by hundreds of 
interested readers before final destruction. Even at this late 
date, the office is beseiged with requests for the hangers which 
cannot be complied with. Since the date of the last biennial 
report, the office has prepared and distribute d-the following pub- 
lieations: 

In January 1887, 20,000 *Monthly Bulletins"—a pamphlet of 
twenty-four pages, (9x12), compiled and published by Hou. 
Lauren Dunlap, which contained a number of interesting and well 
written articles, among others a description of the “Growth of 
Dakota," “The Black Hills," “Public Institutions," “Railroad De- 
velopment," (illustrated by a map), “Assessed Valuation," “The 
- Public Domain,” (accompanied by a map), “Dakota Weather Ser- 
vice,’ (with accompanying diagram and tables), “Public Land 
Entries,” “The Cause of Education,” ete. ete. This bulletin 
was given a very general distribution, and served admirably in 
replying to demands for information and printed matter during 
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the first half of the year 1887. Mr. Dunlap in February 1887, 


issued and circulated 3,000 copies of a two page bulletin which 


` was devoted to statements of the public land entries and sum- 


maries of the weather observations for the preceeding month. 
In July 1887 the commissioner perfected arrangements whereby 
the office would receive from each one of the eighty-six organized 
counties of the territory during the growing season, reports on 
the condition of the season’s crops. The plan was to obtain five 
correspondents for each county—one for the north, one for the 
south, one for the east, one for the west and one for the central 
district, and to compute the average condition of the different 
farm crops in any county from these five reports. But. in many 
instances the desired number of correspondents could not be ob- 
tained; notwithstanding that the office had agreed, to supply cor- 
respondents with all necessary blanks and postage. However, as 
many correspondents as could be induced to volunteer their ser- 
vices were duly supplied with postage, blanks and instructions, 
and the work of receiving, compiling and publishing the reports 
was begun. 7 

"The correspondents selected were, as far as possible, actual 
farmers. They were instructed to report on the 15th and 30th of 
each month the condition of the wheat, corn, oats, rye, barley, 
buckwheat, flax, hay (native), and vegetable crops, on a basis of 
one hundred representing a perfect condition, i. e., when one hun- 


dred was stated it meant, in the judgment of the farmer, that the- 


showing gave promise of the best possible yield. The average for 
each county separately, for the different farm crops, as ascertained 


from the several reports received, as also the general average for the - 


whole territory were detailed in tabular form and published semi- 
monthly, together with summaries of the weather-record for the 
month. The circular letters containing these tables were mailed 
to the regular exchange list of the office, and to every news- 


paper published in the territory with the request to publish any . 


part of the information which might be deemed to the credit and 
advantage of Dakota. It is believed that this system of reporting 
the condition of the growing crops, if perfected, would prove of 
the greatest value, in giving current and reliable information rela- 
tive to the prospective yield of the chief farm products, besides 


t 
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furnishing a record whereby future seasons might be compared 
with those of the past. A similar plan of crop reporting has 
been adopted in many of the states of the union and by the agri- 
cultural department at Washington. During the season of 1888 
the policy of issuing crop and weather reports at regular intervals 
was continued with slight modifications. Potatoes were added to 
the list of farm products to be reported upon, and reports were 
received and published only monthly. The credit for whatever 
has been accomplished in this line, is due entirely to the 
correspondents of the office, who have faithfully labored, 
without remuneration, to supply, from time to time, necessary in- 
formation. In the month of October, 1887, there were printed 
and distributed 10,000 copies of advance sheets of the “Resources 
of Dakota”—-a pamphlet of twenty pages, 9x12 inches in size, 
which contained a summary of the crops for the year, general 
‘information regarding the public lands, the government land 
laws, articles on the stock interests of the territory, the climate, 
the mining industries, schools, railroads, etc. 

January 1, 1888, the office published 25,000 copies of the “Re- 
sources of Dakota,”a book of 500 pages, containing descriptive state- 
ments and general information relating to the soil, climate, produc- 
tions, advantages and development, agricultural, manufacturing, 
commercial and mineral, the geography and topography of the ter- 
ritory, illustrated with maps, outlining the geological formation 
of the Black Hills and the known coal area of Dakota and 
with diagrams, statements, tables and summaries, showing the: 
products.and progress of the territory and of each county sep- 
arately. This work was begun by the commissioner soon after 
assuming the duties of the office and occupied the diligent efforts 
of himself and his assistants for several months. The methods 
adopted by states which had established plans for the spreading 
abroad of information concerning their resources and develop- 
ment, with the view of attracting immigration and investment, 
were carefully studied, and it was after a full investigation of the 
subject that the commissioner decided upon a course which cul- 
minated in the issuance of the:*Resources of Dakota.” A few of 
the more important reasons for this determination may be briefly 
stated as follows: No comprehensive work, giving in detail the 
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varied resources of Dakota, a description of her soil, weather, school 
system, public institutions, ete:, or reliable statistical data show- 
ing the remarkable development of the territory as a whole; and of 
each county separately, had ever been undertaken under official au- 
thorization; the demands upon the office for information covered a 
wide range of questions which could be answered only with a 
publication like the “Resources of Dakota;” small pamphlets once 
read are generally thrown aside, while books issued with official 
approval, treating on a subject in detail, carry more weight and 
authority and are preserved for reference; a work descriptive of 
a subject of such universal interest as the resources of Dakota, if 
meritorious, would attract the attention of those most effective 
agents for the dissemination of information, the newspapers, mag- 
azines and other periodicals of the country, and the quotations, 
extracts and references, the natural result of such attention, would 
materially advance the advertisement of the territory; and if care- 
fully compiled it would form a permanent and reliable record of 
Dakota’s progress and development up to date, which could al- 
ways be employed to great advantage in making references and 
comparisons of future growth and advancement. 

For these and other equally as good reasons the commissioner 
decided to undertake the preparation of descriptive articles and 
the collection of statistical data which, when completed~ and pub- 
lished in book form, would furnish comprehensive information 
and detailed answers to any ordinary list of inquiries propounded 
by those seeking new homes or investments. To obtain authentic 
data from town, city, township and county officials, from min- 
isters, bankers, - lawyers, manufacturers, miners and individ- 


„uais, covering an area so vast as Dakota’s, and the preparation 


of manuscript, of innumerable tables, diagrams and summaries, 
entailed upon the office much of toil and anxiety, and it was 
through extraordinary exertions that the work was finally com- 
pleted. When the undertaking was begun it was supposed that 
some reliance could be placed on the act (Session Laws 1885, 
chapter 137) which provides that “each township or county as- 
sessor, at the time of making the annual assessment of real and 
personal property, shall obtain and transmit to the commissioner 
of immigration a statement of the number of acres of land under 


2 Im. 
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cultivation, the number of acres and estimated yield in each kind 
of grain, the number of horses, cattle, hogs and other live stock, 
the number of townships and parts of townships, the total areas of 
land and water in the county, and the male-and female population 
of the county;" but experience proved that the law was inoperative 
and that very few of the township or county assessors paid any 
` attention whatever to its provisions. Therefore, nearly all of the 
statistical facts which had been counted upon from the assessors, 
were eventually obtained, as also the other data compiled in the 
book, in response to many thousand letters, blanks and inquiries, 
mailed by the office to every conceivable source of information. 

The most valuable features of the book are the elaborate set 
of weather records cov ering thirty widely separated stations in 
the territory and extending over a period of fifteen years, trans- 
cribed from the records in Washington, by the special direction ` 
of Gen. Greely, chief signal officer, U. S. A.; an article des- 
criptive of the geology and mineral resources of the Black Hills, 
by Franklin R. Carpenter, A. M., dean of the Dakota School of 
Mines, illustrated with a geological map of that section of the 
territory; and a map showing the known, coal area of Dakota, 
drawn by Mr. C. W. Thompson, of Bismarck. 

About 200 pages of the work were devoted to a separate des- 
cription of each county, organized and unorganized, alphabet- 
ically arranged, every county being described under identically 
the same headings, viz: Area, date of establishment, date of or- 
' ganization, changes of boundaries, names-of those composing the 
first board of county commissioners, relative location of the 
county in the territory, surface peculiarities, principal streams, 
lakes, etc., timber, kinds of soil and subsoil, miles of railroad in 
county, names of railway lines and stations, vacant public lands, 
banks, with name of president and cashier, newspapers with 
names of publishers, a description of the county seat, giving its 
population, number and kind of school buildings with their value, 
number and denomination of church-edifices and their value, ' 
public buildings and improvements and their value, manufactor- 
ies kind and value, latest assessed valuation of city property, real 
and personal, a similar description of each one of the important 
towns of the county, school statistics, giving the number of or- 
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ganized townships or districts, school population, number of school 
houses in the township or district, number of school houses built 
the last year, average monthly pay of teachers, male and female, 
value of all school property, amount expended for school pur- 
poses the last year, cash on hand in school treasury, par amount 
of school bonds outstanding, average rate of interest paid on 


, bonds and amount of school warrants outstanding; live stock sta- 


tistics, stating the number of horses, mules, cattle, sheep, swine, 
and their valuation for the years 1880, '85, '86 and 1887; valuation 
statistics (giving the acres of real estate and valuation, valuation 
of town lots, personal property valuation and the total assessed 
valuation of the county for the years 1880, '85,'86 and 1887); 
table showing the yield of wheat, corn, oats; rye, buckwheat, bar- 
ley and flax for the years 1880, "85 and 1887; population of county 
in 1870, 1880 and 1885, acres of land improved in 1870, 1880 


-and 1885; number of farms in 1870, '80 and 1885; average size of 


farms in 1870, "80 and 1885; average assessed valuation per acre 
in 1887; county indebtedness, in 1887; potato crop in 1885; wool 
clip in 1885; dairy and other farm products in 1885; (including 
milk, butter, cheese and eggs); name and postoffice address of 
county officers in 1887 and a list of the postoffices in the county. 

Samples of the kind of printing wanted were submitted to 
Rand, McNally & Co., Chicago; Messrs. Harrison & Smith, Min- 
neapolis; the Globe Job Printing Office, St. Paul; Dakota Bell 
Publishing Co.; and Argus-Leader Co., Sioux Falls, with requests 
to return estimates on the work. The following propositions were 
received in reply, viz: 


Globe Job Printing Co., St. Paul, 25,000 copies of a book of 500 pages $7,050 00 
Harrison & Smith, Minneapolis, 25,000 copies of a book of 500 pages.. 5,000 00 
Rand, McNally & Co., Chicago, 25,000 copies of a book of 500 pages.. 4,962 42 
Dakota Bell Publishing Co., Sioux Falls, 25,000 copies of a book of 

A sxc nian sede shad deen nies ERRORI ek oak reli ao die 4,955 00 
Argus-Leader Co., Sioux Falls, 25,000 copies of a book of 500 pages. 4,923 50 

Accordingly contract for printing the book was entered into 
with the last named firm, and the full edition of 25,000 copies was 
issued from the press early in the year 1888. 

The time and labor expended upon this work by the printers, 
will be appreciated when it is stated that the one item of paper 


= 
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consumed in-the publication amounted to over 30,000 pounds, the 
cost of which, in Chicago, exceeded $2,500. g 

The books were received by the publie with the greatest favor, 
and the benefits to the territory resulting from the enlightenment 
of the press and the people of the East, and of the whole country 
generally, on the subjects of our-phenomenal growth, develop- 
ment and the unusual opportunities offered to home-seekers and 
investors are beyond calculation. 


The office experienced little or no difficulty in placing the 


books in the hands of the right parties. Long before the pub- 
lication was ready for distribution requests for the work were 
. daily received, and the mails have, ever since, brought a constant 
and increasing number of demands. As stated before, preference 
has always been given in the distribution of the “Resources of 
Dakota” to requests coming from abroad, and the copies sent to 
points within the territory have been limited to as small a number 
as possible. Wherever home correspondents desired copies for- 


warded to friends and acquaintances residing elsewhere such re- 


quests have always been cheerfully complied with. . 
| Through the friendly assistance of Gen. S. Y. Hammond, com- 
mander Dakota Department G. A. R., 2,000 “Resources of Dakota” 
were distributed at Columbus, Ohio, during the session of the 
National Encampment, Grand Army of the Republic, September 
11, 1888, together with a number of lithographs, etc., furnished by 
this office. The shipment was carried to its destination over the 
Chicago & Northwestern and the Chicago, St. Louis & Pittsburg 
railways—tree of any charge—a favor for which the commissión- 
er is under obligations to Mr. E. P. Wilson, general passenger 
agent of the first mentioned road. The offer of Hon. B. H. Sul- 
livan of Plankinton, Dakota, to distribute a quantity of advertis- 
ing matter in Chicago among the delegates attending the na- 
tional republican convention, convening in June last, was ac- 
cepted and 1,000 lithographs and 1,200 “Resources of Dakota” 
were forwarded to Mr. Sullivan and his colleagues on the Dakota, 
delegation. This advertising matter was given a wide-spread cir- 
culation with the least expense to the office. 
Earlier in the same month a small number of lithographs and 
books had been distributed. in St. Louis, Mo., at the time of hold- 
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ing the national democratic convention, through the kind offers 
of voluntary agents. 

Fifteen hundred “Resources of Dakota” were given to visitors 
attending the corn palace exhibition at Sioux City, Iowa, in Sep- 
tember and October of the present year. The corn palace officials 
cheerfully granted every aid to the office in this undertaking, and 
Col. 8. M. Laird, of Pierre, personally superintended the distri- 
bution, declining to make any charge for his services. About 
1,000 books are on hand at this writing and the remainder—some 
19,000 volumes--were distributed, by mail and express, through- 
out every state and territory of the union, quite a number going 
to Europe and Canada. If the plan adopted by the office could 
have been fully carried out, a second edition of the “Resources of 
Dakota,” revised and corrected up to date, would have been is- 
sued for the year 1888. It was the h ope of the commissioner, by 
inaugurating this policy, to establish a basis for the publication 
of a similar work each succeeding year, and ‘thus 
record for wide-spread distribution, in a manner 
easy of reference and permanent in_ form, valuable 
statistical data, showing the annual growth of the agri- 
cultural, manufacturing, commercial and mineral interests of the 
territory, and to display by actual figures the yearly advancement 
made in each separate county. But the unexpected difficulties 
encountered in obtaining the required information from township 
and county assessors and the lack of funds wherewith to procure 
the return of statistics in any other way than is provided by law, 
compelled the abandonment of the plan of publishing a second 
edition of the book, at least during the year 1888. During the 
period covered by this report the office has had printed and caused 
to be distributed 16,500 maps of the territory, 25,000 geological 
maps of the Black Hills and .25,000 maps showing the 
known coal area of Dakota (the last two maps bound in and dis- 
tributed with the “Resources of Dakota), or 66,500 maps in all. 
In addition to the regular publications of the office as enumerated, 
a large number of pamphlets, folders, maps, etc., issued by the 
several railway companies of the Northwest, by counties, towns 
and individuals of the territory, and special editions of newspapers, 
published with the purpose of inducing immigration, have been 
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employed in furnishing information of particular localities when 
it was desired by correspondents. Much the largest portion of 
this matter was donated by the publishers. 

The system of exchanges with similar bureaus of the states 
and territories, with the governmental departments at Washing- 
ton and those of foreign countries and with the press, both abroad. 
and at home, as established by Commissioner Dunlap, has been 
maintained. Asa result of this course the office is in possession. 
of a library of reference comprising 250 volumes of valuable 
books pertaining to immigration, statistical and agricultural sub- 
jects. 

With few exceptions, the newspapers established in the terri- 
tory have been regularly received and have served an excellent 
purpose in keeping the office posted as to the development and. 
progress in the many different localities where published. 

The commissioner has endeavored to systematize the perma- 
nent records and books kept by the office, with a view to record- 
ing every transaction and all statistical facts in such a way that 
they can be easily referred to and quoted from at any time in the 
future. Each request for information or printed matter, when re- 
ceived, is entered in a large book kept for that purpose, under the 
heading of the state from whence the request originated. This 
entry includes the name of the correspondent, his postoffice ad- 
dress, the date of his communication and of the office reply, and 
a list of the advertising matter forwarded. Since the adoption of 
this plan the names of over 11,000 individual correspondents have . 
been recorded in the manner just described. All written replies 


_ are copied and indexed in record books of the office and can be 


very handily referred to at any time. 

The weather summaries and land office reports, received 
monthly, are transferred to -books specially ruled and arranged, 
and form an important part of the permanent archives of this de- 
partment. 
. RECOMMENDATIONS. 

The commissioner is firm in his belief that the sum expended 
by the territory for the purpose of advancing immigration and 
with the view of promoting settlement and improvement, has been 
money well spent. He is convinced that the investment has 
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already returned a thousand fold and will continue to do so for a 
number of years to come, even though not another dollar should 
. be expended for the enlargement of the work. 

The advantages which have and are to result to Dakota from 
the widespread dissemination of official statements regarding her 
soll, her vast area of vacant agricultural and grazing lands which 
are to be had for the asking, her equally as large an area of cheap 
deeded lands, her valuable mineral deposits awaiting capital for 
development, and from the education of the world at large by the 
publication of authoritative statistical data regarding climate, 
school growth, assessed valuation, railways, agricultural products, 
stock interests, mineral productions, etc., are beyond compttation. 
The degree of usefulness to which the office may attain is bounded 
only by the amount appropriated for the work—provided of course 
that the money is judiciously expended. Especially is this true 
at a time when the certainty of early admission to the union of 
states, and the opening to settlement of extensive areas of rich 
lands now contained within the boundaries of Indian reservations 
offer unusual opportunities for reaping a splendid harvest of im- 
migration and investments in return for a proper expenditure of 
effort. 

With the experience gained from two years’ service in the de- 
partment, the commissioner would recommend for the future 
policy of the office the publication, during the year 1889, of a gen- 
eral descriptive work of several hundred pages, containing state- 
ments relating to the soil, climate, productions, advantages and 
development—agricultural, commercial and mineral—illustrated 
with cuts and maps and by diagrams, tables and summaries of 
the products and progress of the territory, and of each county sep- 
arately, to date; monthly pamphlets, containing’ the weather 
records and history of the land office transactions, together with 
selected articles descriptive of different sections of the territory, 
the public lands and how to obtain them, the multi- 
plicity of opportunities offered to investors, homeseekers, 
ete, and, during the growing season, the regular -crop ` 
reports, showing the condition of the season's crops 
in each county and the average for the territory as compared with 
the same month of previous seasons; from time to time throughout 
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the year, as opportunity would permit, pocket folders of fifteen to 
twenty pages, neatly printed, compact in form, arranged to answer 
inquiries on special subjects, like the agricultural resources of the 
territory, the stock interests, mineral deposits, internal commerce, 
the weather, educational matters, the vacant public lands and the 
government land laws, etc., and, perhaps, a small folder for each 
county in the territory, descriptive of its soil, surface features, 
water,timber,etc., and showing, by statistical comparisons, its growth 
and development from the time of organization up to the date of 
publication, accompanied by a sectional map of the county de- 
scribed; folders, similar in contents to those just mentioned, 
printed in German, French, Swedish and Norwegian for foreign 
distribution; wall hangers and lithographs of neat design and ex- 
ecution, arranged to advertise the territory, and the fact that 
more detailed information could be obtained, gratuitously, by ad- 
dressing this office. Maps of the territory, showing the counties 
in distinct colors, each postoffice, the reservation boundaries, the 
land districts, railroads built and those under construction, eté., 
and such other printed matter as the developments and circum- 
stances which occur during the year may demand. 

For the year 1890, a second edition, revised and corrected to 
date, of the publications, pamphlets, folders, advertisements, maps, 
etc., heretofore described, with such modifications as time and ex- 
perience might suggest. 


To carry out this plan would require an appropriation-of at | 


least $15,000 for each year named, or $30,000 in all. 
The commissioner desires to enter an earnest plea for the lib- 
eral and: adequate support of this office in the candid belief that 


no money expended by the legislature can bring in so large a re- ` 


turn of profit to the territory as that devoted to the advertisement 


of her wonderful growth and development, and to the publishing - 


abroad of reliable information concerning her present and future 
resources. é 
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REPORT OF 


TERRITORIAL STATISTICIAN. 


Section 6, Chapter 66, Session Laws of 1885, provides that 
“the commissioner [of immigration] shall and is hereby declared 
“to be ex-officio territorial statistician. It shall be his duty to 
“obtain from county assessors and other officers of the organized 
“counties of the territory, and to collate and prepare in tabulated . 
“form for reference, statistics showing county, township and 
“other municipal indebtedness of all kinds; the assessed valuation 
“of real and personal property, the acreage in wheat, corn, and 
“other kinds of grain; the number of cattle, horses, hogs, and 
“other live stock, and the population, vital statistics, and all other 
“information pertaining to and showing the condition, growth, 
“and development of the territory by counties.” 

Chapter 137, Session Laws of 1885 provides for the collection 
and compilation of the annual statistics of the territory in the 
following manner, viz: 

SECTION 1. ASSESSOR TO PROCURE STATISTICS. | It shall be the 
duty of the county or township assessor of each organized county 
of the territory to obtain at each annual assessment of real and 
personal property in his county, the following statistics, to-wit: 
The assessed value of all real and other personal property in the 
county. The number of acres of land under cultivation, the num- 
ber of acres and ‘estimated yield in each kind of grain and the 
total number of acres assessed in the county. The number of 
horses, cattle, hogs, and other live stock; the number of townships 
and parts of townships, and the total areas of land and water in 
the county, and the male and female population of the county. 
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'The county or township assessor shall be required within thirty 
days after the date of the return of the said annual assessment, to. 
transmit the statistics obtained as provided for in this section to 
the commissioner of immigration and ex-officio territorial statis- 
tician, who shall compile and preserve the same as required by law. 

Sec. 2. STATEMENTS OF INDEBTEDNESS. | It shall be the duty of 
township, village, city or county clerks and ‘county auditors to 
prepare certified statements on the first day of January and on 
the first day of June of each year, showing the amount of. town- 
ship, village, city and county indebtedness of all kinds, giving the 
amount and character of all bonds issued, the term of years such 
bonds are to run, the interest payable on same, the date of issue 
and the price paid for such bonds, and showing the amount and 
character of all floating and outstanding indebtedness. The said 
statements shall be transmitted on or before the 15th day of Jan- 
uary and the 15th day of June of each year to the commissioner 
of immigration and ex-officio territorial statistician for compration 
and preservation as required by law. 

SEC. 3, CORONER TO OBTAIN STATISTICS. | Itshall be the duty of 
the coroner of each organized county of the territory to obtain the 
following statistics, to-wit: The number of deaths, the ages and 
nativity of deceased and the causes of their decease; the number 
of births, male and female, and the number of marriages and the 
nativity and ages of the parties contracting in marriage in the 
county, for the six months each preceding the 1st day of January 
and the lst day of June of each year, and to transmit the same 
within fifteen days thereafter to the commissioner of immigra- 
tion and ex-officio territorial statistician for compilation and 
preservation as required by law. 

SEC. 4. COMMISSIONER OF IMMIGRATION TO PROCURE. | The com- 
missioner of immigration and ex-officio territorial statistician 
shall be required to furnish to the several officers herein named the 
necessary blanks, stationery and postage, and the expenses in- 
curred in procuring and furnishing the same shall be paid by the 
territorial treasurer on the warrant of the territorial auditor, 
which shall be issued on presentation of the sworn expense ac- 
count of the commissioner of immigration and ex-officio territorial 
statistician, when approved by the governor. 
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In compliance with the provisions of section 4 of the act 
quoted, the following expenditures have been made to.date (De- 
cember 17, 1888,) on the sworn statement of the territorial statis- 
tician, approved by the governór: 

BUREAU OF STATISTICS. 


Summarized statement of expenditures incurred under the 


provisions of Chapter 137, Session Laws of 1885, from January 1, ` 
: 1887, to December 17, 1888. 


1887. 


Expenses incurred by Hon. Lauren Dunlap............ $ 64 00 
Blanks, stationery and printing................ lees. 561 63 
Freight, express and drayage ................ isa et 8 90 
Postage ciar ost EE II 142 80 
$ 777 33 
i 1888. 
Blanks, stationery and one PA OEE $ 492 99 
ALL IN uH n 202 76 
p $ 695 75 
Ota) pa e tea ii ati dane $ 1,478 08 


Blanks, carefully prepared, arranged for the collection, by town- 
ship and county assessors, of the agricultural and live-stock statis- 
tics and of the area planted in forest-trees, as*required by the 
law, were distributed to the county clerks and auditors of the 
eighty-six organized counties in the territory, during the month 
of March, 1887, accompanied by the following circular letter : 

TERRITORY OF DAKOTA, 
BUREAU OF STATISTICS, 


BISMARCK, March 15, 1887. 
To County Clerks and Auditors: 


GENTLEMEN: 1 would respectfully ask your assistance in the 
distribution among assessors of the blanks provided by this office 
for the collection and compilation of the agricultural statistics of 
each township or assessing district. 

In counties where there is a county assessor, it is expected 
that such officer will take charge of these blanks, and relieve you 
of any care in the matter. Your assistance is more particularly 
needed in cases where there is no county assessor, and where 


counties are either wholly or in part ko anti under the civil 


township system. 
The distribution of the blanks through your - office is earnestly 


desired in all cases except where the county assessor takes charge 


of the same. 
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The blanks furnished consist only of the farmers’ individual 
statements, and assessors summing-up sheets for the township 
compilations. It has been decided to compile the statistics of 
-each county in this office, in the future, and the summing-up 
sheets, after being properly filled out by the assessors for the 
different townships, should_be sent to this office. It would be a 
great convenience to have these township summaries for each 

+ county, collected in your office, and sent to this office as complete 
as possible. 

All expenses incurred for postage, ete., will be promptly re- 
funded. 

The blanks will be shipped by express and mail in a few days 

„from date, and it is trusted that any failure to furnish a sufficient 
supply for use in any county will be promptly reported to this 
office. 

Your favorable consideratien of the above is earnestly re- 

a quested and will be very highly appreciated. 
| Yours very respectíully, 
P. F. McCrurzx, — 
Territorial Statistician. 


In order to impress upon assessors their duty in the matter— 
= the following circular letter, addressed to county and township 
W assessors, was mailed from the office in April: 


TERRITORY OF DAKOTA, 
DEPARTMENT OF IMMIGRATION AND STATISTICS. 
= l BISMARCK, April 25, 1887. 
To County and Townskip Assessors: 


| GENTLEMEN: Idesire to call your attention to the following 
ko extract from Chapter 137, Session Laws of 1885, viz: 
l SECTION l. ASSESSOR TO PROCURE STATISTICS. | It shall be 
the duty of the county or township assessor of each organized 
county of the territory to obtain at each annual assessment of 
real and personal property in his county, the following statistics, 
to-wit: The assessed value of all real and personal property in 
the county; the number of acres of land under cultivation, the 
number of acres and estimated yield in each kind of grain, and 
the total number of acres assessed in the county; the number of 
E horses, cattle, hogs, and other live stock; the number of townships, 
and parts of townships, and the total areas of land and water in the 
county, and the male and female population of the county. The 
county or township assessor shall be required within thirty days 
after the date of the return of the said annual assessment, to 
transmit the statistics obtained as provided for in this section to 
the commissioner of immigration and ex-officio territorial statisti- | 
cian who shall compile and preserve the same as required by law. | 

Also the following extract from chapter 142, laws of 1885, pro- 

viding for ascertaining the acreage of timber, viz: 
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SECTION 1. Dury OF ASSESSORS. | All assessors within this terri- 
tory are authorized and it is hereby made their duty to determine 
and report each year the acreage of timber within their respective 
districts. Such report shall indicate separately the acreage of 
natural and cultivated or planted forests, averaging four feet or 
over in height, and shall also specify the kind of trees. Such 
data shall be taken and reported by such assessor without extra 
salary or charge. 

T have forwarded to the clerks and auditors throughout the ter- 
ritory the necessary blanks to enable you to comply with the law 
and as the information thus obtained is of the greatest value, I 
trust there will be no failure of duty on your part. 

All expenses incurred by you for postage and stationery in the 
performance of this work, will be paid by me, on the receipt of a 
statement of the amount. Very respectfully, 

P. F. MCCLURE, 
Commissioner of Immigration, Ex-officio Territorial Statistician. 


An urgent appeal was also made to the board of county com- 
missioners of each county requesting their assistance in obtaining 
a full return of the agricultural and other statistics of their 


respective counties. Notwithstanding these earnest efforts of the ) 
territorial statistician, supported by renewed appeals and fre-.. 


- quent correspondence, the returns of statisties from the counties 
' were most unsatisfactory, as the following summary will show: 


1887. . 
LIVE STOCK STATISTICS RETURNED TO THE TERRITORIAL STATISTICIAN 
Thirty-one counties made complete returns. 
Thirty-one counties made partial returns. 
Twenty-four counties made no returns. 

OF AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTS, 
Twenty-nine counties made complete returns. 
Thirty counties made partial returns. 
Twenty-seven counties made no returns. 

OF FARMS AND CULTIVATED ACREAGE, 
Twenty-eight counties made complete returns. 
Thirty-three counties made partial returns. 
Twenty-five counties made no returns. 

OF FOREST TREES PLANTED, 


Twenty-eight counties made complete returns. 
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Thirty counties made partial returns. 

Twenty-eight counties made no returns.  - 

A perusal of the law, governing the collection of statistical 
data by township and county assessors discloses the fact that no 
extra compensation is allowed them for performing the work. 
Neither is a penalty attached for non-compliance with' the terms 
of the act. Township assessors are paid three dollars per day for 
the time necessarily spent in the discharge of their official duties, 
payable out of the township treasury; provided, however, that 
the total amount paid any township assessor shall not exceed 
sixty dollars in any one year. [Section 86, Chapter 112, Laws of 
1883 |. 

The claim is put forth by township assessors, generally, 
that the work of collecting the annual statistics required for this 
office, necessitates the employment of more time and labor than is 
expended upon the ordinary assessment of real and personal prop- 
erty; that the twenty days for which salary is allowed them by 
law, are devoted, of necessity, to the assessment of property for 
the purposes of taxation; and therefore, in the great majority of 
cases, no attention whatever is given to the blanks and instruc- 
tions sent out by this office. “The counties without township or- 
ganization, where the assessment is in the hands of a county 
assessor, have, with few exceptions, returned a complete set of 
statistical reports; but, unfortunately for the office, only eighteen 
of the eighty-six organized counties have no organized townships 
within their boundaries. Of the other sixty-eight organized 
counties of the territory, forty-nine are assessed by both 
county and township assessors, and nineteen are assessed entirely 
by township assessors. 

So far as can be ascertained by the statistician, the annual as- 
sessment of the territory is distributed among 1,030 county, town- 
ship, city and village assessors—each of whom must make his re- 
turn of blanks to this office before a full and complete table, de- 
tailing the statisfical facts required under the law, can be com- 
piled. When more than one-half of this number evade their duty 
by neglecting to make returns, the embarrassment of the statis- 
tician, who has labored to prepare and publish indubitable proof 
of the wealth and progress of the territory, and of each county 
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without distinction, may be appreciated. Take, for illustration, 
the county of Cass, where the annual assessment is made by forty- 
eight township assessors, and one county assessor; in 1887 the 
statistician received a report on the agricultural products 


of 1886, from twenty-three out of .the forty-nine assessors 
who should have made returns for that county. Walsh ` 


county has thirty-two township assessors, nineteen of whom made 


report; Grand Forks county forty-two assessors in all, and twenty- . 


seven reporting. Not one of the counties in the great wheat belt 
of the Red River valley was represented by full and complete re- 
turns of agricultural products, acreage ‘sown, live stock statistics 
or any other item enumerated on the summing-up sheets used in 
this office. And this was true not only of the Red River valley, 
but of almost every county of the territory having township or- 
ganization. 


xS NON. x 


"Unless a county is reported in full, the money expended by . 
the territory for blanks and postage, and the time and labor em- - 


ployed by the township assessors who observe the law and make 
returns, have been wasted—for, partial and incomplete returns are 
utterly valueless as serving any purpose in recording, by statisti- 
cal proof, the annual advancement of acounty. To complete the 


records for a county only partially reported, the statistician is ` 
compelled to resort to approximations for the townships from which | 
no returns have been received, thus impairing the authenticity ' 


and value of the total footings. And, again, no rule can be adopted 
for making such approximations, that will always be fair to the 
county and those townships of the county which report, because 
it is impossible for the statistician to determine whether the cul- 
tivation and development of the area reported, fairly represents 
the cultivation and development of the area unreported, or not. 

With the unsatisfactory results attending the efforts to obtain, 
in 1887, from assessors full return of the statistical blanks placed 
in their hands, the statistician seriously considered, at the begin- 
ning of the present year, the advisability of deferring any further 
expenditure for printing, postage, etc., until the territorial, legis- 
lature could be asked to take such steps as would insure a realiza- 
tion of benefits warranting the outlay of funds. But, a careful 
study of the act and the advice of the attorney general convinced 
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the statistician that the provisions calling for the distribution of 
blanks to assessors were mandatory and could not be evaded. 
Therefore, in April, 1888, the necessary blanks were distributed 
to county clerks and auditors, accompanied by the circular letter, 
and opinion of the attorney general of the territory, as given 
below: l 


TERRITORY OF DAKOTA, | 
DEPARTMENT OF IMMIGRATION AND STATISTICS. 


BISMARCK, April 19, 1888. 
To County and Township Assessors: 


GENTLEMEN: “I desire to call your attention to the following 
extract from Chapter 137, Session Laws of 1885, viz: 

SECTION 1. ASSESSOR TO PROCURE STATISTICS. | Ttshall be the 
duty of the county or township assessor of each organized county 
of the territory to obtain at each annual assessment of real and 
personal property in his county, the following statistics, to-wit: 
The assessed value of all real and other personal property in the 
county; the number of acres of land under cultivation, the num- 
ber of acres and estimated yield in each kind of grain, and the 
total number of acres assessed in the county; the number of 
horses, cattle, hogs and other live stock; the number of town- 
ships, and parts of townships, and the total areas of land and 
water in the county, and the male and female population of the 
county. The county or township assessor shall be required 
within thirty days after the date of the return of the said annual 
assessment, to transmit the statistics obtained as provided for in 
this section to the commissioner of immigration and ex-officio 
territorial statistician, who shall compile and preserve the same, 
as required by law. i 

Also extract from Chapter 142, Laws of 1885, providing for 
ascertaining the acreage of timber, viz: 

SECTION 1. DUTY OF A8SEsSORS..] All assessors within this terri- 
tory are authorized, and it is hereby made their duty, to determine 
and report each year the acreage of timber within their respective 
districts. Such report shall indicate separately the acreage of 
natural and cultivated or planted forests, averaging four feet or 
over in height, and shall also specify the kind of trees. Such 
data shall be taken and reported by such assessor without extra 
salary or charge. 

The following letter from the attorney-general of the terri- 


tory 18 submitted for your information: 


TERRITORY OF DAKOTA, 
ATTORNEY-GENERAL'S OFFICE. 
Bismarck, July 18, 1887. 


DEAR Sir: I am in receipt of your letter of the 15th, inst., 
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in which you say: “Will you please give me your views of the 
law requiring assessors to take statistics of crops, etc., for the 
benefit of territorial commissioner of immigration? From 
what source are the assessors to receive their pay for that work?” 

In reply to the above inquiry, I have to say that it is just as 
much the duty of county and township assessors to comply with 
Section 1, Chapter 137, Laws of 1885, as it is to assess property 


, within their respective counties and townships. <A duty could 


not be imposed upon an officer more clearly, The legislative in- 
tent is plain, and no assessor has a right to disregard the plain 
provision of the law. An assessor who deliberately refuses or 
neglects to collect or transmit the statistics required by said Sec- 
tion 1, may not only be removed from office (see Section 3, Chapter 
22, Political Code), but he may be punished criminally. [Section 
216, Penal Code. ] 

` County assessors are entitled to three dollars per day, pay- 
able out of the county treasury, for the time engaged in the dis- 


Gan of their official duties. [Section 23, Chapter 39, Political 
ode. i i 


Township assessors are also entitled to three dollars per day 
for the time necessarily spent. in the discharge of their official 
duties, payable out of the township treasury; provided, however, 
that the total amount paid any township assessor shall not exceed 
sixty dollars in any one year. [Section 86, Chapter 112, Laws of 
1883. | E Respectfully yours, 


. CHARLES F. TEMPLETON, 
Attorney-General. 


I have forwarded to the clerks and auditors throughout the 
territory the necessary blanks to enable you to comply with the 
law, and, as the information thus obtained is of the greatest value, 
this office expects and will insist that there be no failure of duty 
on your part. All expenses incurred by you for postage an: 
stationery, in the performance of this work, will be paid by me on 
the receipt of a statement of the amount. 

' Very respectfully, 
P. E. McCrvRx, 
Commissioner of Immigration, Ex-offieio Territorial Statistician. 

The returns made by the assessors were more unsatisfactory, 
if possible, than those handed in the preceding year, as will be 
seen from the following statement of the counties reporting: 

1888. 
LIVE STOOK STATISTICS RETURNED TO THE TERRITORIAL STATISTI- 
CIAN. 


Eighteen counties made complete returns. 
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Forty-four counties made partial returns. 
Twenty-four counties made no returns. 


OF AGRICULTURAL PRODUOTS, 


“Twenty counties made complete returns. 
Forty-three counties made partial returns. 
"Twenty-three counties made no returns. 


OF FARMS AND CULTIVATED ACREAGE, 


Twenty counties made complete returns. 
. Forty-three counties made partial returns. 
Twenty-three counties made no returns. 


OF FOREST TREES PLANTED, 


Twenty-one counties made complete returns. 
. Forty-one eounties made partial returns. 
~ Twenty-four counties made no returns. 


, The assessors' returns for both the years 1887 and 1888, so-far 
as received by the statistician, have been neatly compiled and sum- 
marized by the office force and are ready for publication, should it 
be deemed advisable at any time to do so. They have become a 
part of the permanent records of. the office and the footings and 
tables which refer to those counties reported in full, will prove 
valuable for making comparisons of future growth and develop- 
ment. 

Some understanding will be had of the magnitude of the un- 
dertaking involved in this compilation of the assessors’ reports, 
when it is stated that one clerk, employed by the commissioner 
of immigration, was diligently engaged for more than twelve 
months, on the work of transferring returns (incomplete as they 
were) to summing-up sheets and in making the total footings. 
The blanks returned by assessors numbered over 12,000, and con- 
tained 177,000 columns of 240,000 lines. An estimate of the single 
entries made by the office in compiling and recording this statis- 
tical work, gives the enormous total of 9,612,660. 


The present system of reporting direct to the statistician, by 
county, township, city and village assessors, throws upon that officer 
an amount of labor, in addition to the regular immigration work, 
which he would be utterly unable to accomplish (in the event of 
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a full compliance with their duty, on the part of the army of officials 
throughout the territory,) without a large increase in his clerical | 
force. Indeed, the carrying out, in complete detail, of the pro- 
visions of the act, involves the labor of collecting and compiling 
annually, quite as much information and statistical data as are re- 
quired in census years. 

RECOMMENDATIONS. 


The statistician has honestly and earnestly endeavored to ob- 


- tain the statistical information required under the provisions of 


the law quoted in full on the first pages of this report; but, all the 
labor given to the work by this office, and by the many assessors, 
who performed their duty, and the considerable expenditure of 
funds for the necessary blanks and postage, have been for naught. 
It is therefore urgently recommended that, either this act be 
abrogated entirely, or such modifications be made, by the terri- 
torial legislature, as will insure a positive and certain compliance 
with tts mandates by the officials named therein. The statistician 
is quite positive in declaring that no effort, persuasion, nor di- 
plomacy which, can be exerted by his office, will accomplish the 
desired results, under the law as it now reads, and, therefore, as 
much as he would regret to see this backward step taken, he 
deems it advisable to strike it from the statute books, rather than 
that additional outlays should be contracted,with the promise of no 
better returns in the future than the office has secured in the past. 

But the course which should be taken, if it is the purpose of 
the territory to keep pace in this line with the most progressive 
states in the union—states bidding for and receiving a propor- 
tionate share of the attention of home-seekers and investors— 
would be the incorporation in the act of such modifications as 
have proved to be efficacious in the history and experience of our 
older neighbors. 

On the question of the great value and usefulness of complete 
and authentic data, annually compiled, relating to agriculture, 
mining operations, live stock, commerce, financial condition, pop- 
ulation, etc., there can be no dispute. Official publications, con- 
taining authentic statements of the yearly products of the land, 
showing, by comparative tables, the annual growth of the live 
stock, mining and commercial interests,of the country, and its 
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steady increase in population, always have and always will con- 
tinue to be the most convincing, weighty and effective argument 
wherewith ‘to attract- that attention from the outside world on 
which depends a complete realization of our future possibilities in 
the way of wealth and development. The value of such informa- 
tion to the territory is not problematical; a statute which will pro- 
vide a positive and certain method for the collection and compila- 
tion of agricultural, live stock, population and other statistics an- 
nually, isnot an innovation. If we profit by the example and ex- 
perience of those states where effective, operative laws have 
demonstrated the benefits resulting from the annual compilation 
of these important data, no backward step will be taken by our law- 
makers, but, on the contrary, all effort, will be exerted to cure the 
defects of the present weak and inoperative statute. 

, The statistician has investigated the statistical laws of a num- 

] ber of the states of the union for the purpose of a comparison 
with the Dakota statute, and with the view of calling attention to 
the distinctive features of each. 

The state of Kansas has a law relating to the collection of ag- 
ricultural and other statistics, the main provisions of which are as 
follows: 

Chapter 67 of the Lawsof 1875: 

SECTION 1. Provides that the assessors shall receive a sum not 
| exceeding tl. .. lollars per day for their services in the discharge 
bo of their duties, and shall be paid by the board of county commis- 

sioners. a 
, Sec. 2. Provides that assessors shall collect statistical infor- 
mation within their respective townships, relating to agriculture, 
horticulture, manufactures, etc., in the manner provided for in 
this act, and specified in the instructions which shall be given By 
the state board of agriculture. 

SEc. 5. Provides that each assessor shall perform the services 
required of him by a personal visit to each dwelling-house and to 
each family in his township or city, and shall also visit personally 

“the farms, mills, shops, mines and other places respecting which 
information is required, and shall ascertain by inquires made of 
some member of each family, if any can be found capable of giv- 
ing such information, but if not, the agent of such family, and if 
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the agent cannot be found, or should any such person refuse to give 
the information desired, then he shall obtain the information from 
the most reliable source. 

— Seo. 6. The state board of agriculture is hereby required to 
carry into effect the provisions of this act relating to the census 
and industrial statistics, and to provide blanks and distribute the 
same to the county clerks, who shall deliver them to the assessors, 
so that the enumeration may commence on the first,day of March, 
and be taken with reference-to that day in each and every county, 
and to prepare and distribute, at the same time, printed instruc- 
tions defining and explaining the duties of the assessor in collect- 
ing the statistics required by this act. “When the returns of said 
statistics are made, said state board of agriculture shall cause the 
same to be classified and arranged in the best and most convenient 
manner for use, and publish the same as part of the annual trans- 
actions of the state board of agriculture, and lay the same before ` 
the legislature at the next session thereof. 

Sec. 9. "Any assessor who shall wilfully neglect or refuse, in 
whole or in part, to perform the duties required in this act, shall 
be guilty of a misdemeanor, and, upon conviction thereof, shall be 
fined in a sum not less than twenty nor more than one hundred 
dollars. 

Section 1, of Chapter 137, Session Laws of 1873, provides 
that township and city assessors “shall collect such other statistics, 
not therein mentioned, as may be required by the state board of 
agriculture,” and return the same through the county clerks. 

Assessors collect the statistics at the time of making their an- 
nual assessments, and upon the completion of their work, the 
statistical rolls are returned to the county clerk of each county, 
and they (the county clerks) are required to make abstracts of 
the assessors’ returns and forward the same to the secretary of the 
state board of agriculture. 

The law of the state of Minnesota on this subject is given be- 
low, in full; Chapter 6, General Statutes of 1878: 

SECTION 79. [| DUTY OF OFFICERS OF WHOM COMMISSIONER MAY 
REQUIRE INFORMATION—COMPENSATION. | The said commissioner 
of statistics shall have power to address general or special in- 
quiries with printed instructions and blanks for answers, or other- 
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wise at his discretion, to any state, district, county, city or town 
officer, and it shall be the duty of such officer to answer fully and 
promptly such general or special questions as may be addressed 
to them by said commissioner, on all matters of information which 
can be gathered from documents or records in their official keep- 
ing, and for such services said officers shall be allowed from their 
respective county treasuries just and reasonable compensation, 
computing the same at fifteen cents for every folio furnished by 
them, including all preparatory labor requisite to obtain the con - 


. densed results desired; or they shall receive, if they so elect, forty 


cents per hour for each hour actually occupied in furnishing such 
information, the same to be properly verified. 

SEc. 80. Each township assessor shall, on the first Monday 
in July, annually, transmit to the county auditor a complete 
statement, in abstract, of the number of acres cultivated for the 
current year within his assessment district, in each of the follow- 
ing crops, together with the area and product for the year imme- 
diately preceding, of wheat, rye, oats, barley, buckwheat, corn, 
beans, peas,potatoes, sorghum, cultivated and wild hay, flax, hops, 
fruit trees in bearing, berries, bees, honey and other farm produce; 
and also the number of milch cows two years old and over, cattle 
under two years old, and other cattle two years old and over, horses 
under three years old and horses over three years old, mules, 
sheep, hogs and poultry. Suitable blanks for such statement shall 
be furnished to said assessors by the county auditor, prepared 
and supplied by the commissioner of statistics. Any asseg- 
sor who shall fail or omit to perform said duties in any respect, 
shall be subject to a forfeiture of a sum not exceeding fifty dol- 
lars for each and every offense, and it shall be the duty of the 
county auditor to inform the county attorney, for prosecution 
for the recovery of such penalty, in every instance of such delin- 
quency. Each county auditor shall carefully complete and for- 
ward to the commissioner of statistics a full abstract of said re- 
turns, on the second Monday of July, under a penalty of fifty dol- 
lars, to be forfieited to the state, for every failure to perform such 
duty, which said abstract shall be tabulated in convenient form 
for general information, and a printed copy furnished to each and 
every newspaper in the state, by said commissioner, as soon as 
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practicable thereafter and not later than the third Monday of July, 
annually. 

SECTION 1. Section Eighty (80) of Chapter six (6) of the 
General Statutes of one thousand eight hundred and seventy- 
eight is hereby amended by adding thereto the following: The 
township assessors shall receive as compensation for making the 
statement required by this section to be returned to the county 
auditor, at the rate of ten (10) cents‘ for each form so returned, 
which said sum shall be paid by the state upon the return of said 
abstract statement to the county auditor; if the same is correctly 
made out he shall issue an order to the assesssor for the amount 
due him on the treasury of the state, which said order shall be 
received in payment of state taxes. 

The state of Iowa has provided, by statute, for the compila- 
tion of a state census, at the periods midway between the national 


census years, in the following manner: Chapter 8, Session Laws 
of 


SEC. 111. The governor, auditor, secretary and treasurer 
of state, or any three of them, shall constitute uns executive. 
council. 

SEC. 112. The executive council must prepare and cause to be 
printed suitable blank forms for the purpose of taking the census, 
which, together with such printed directions as will be calculated 
to seeure uniformity in the returns, must be furnished to the re- 
spective county auditors, and by them to the township assessors, 
on or before the first Monday in January of the year in which the 
census is to be taken. 

SEC. 113. The township assessor of each township shall, at the 
time of assessing property in the year eighteen hundred and 
seventy-five, and every ten years thereafter, take an enumeration 
of the inhabitants in his township. 

Sec. 114. Said assessor shall make a return, on or before the first 
day of June, of such enumeration to the auditor of the county, 
who shall make and forward to the secretary of state, on or before 
the first day of September, in the current year, an abstract of said 
census return, showing: 

The tota! number of males; 

The total number of females; 
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The number of persons entitled to vote; 

The number of militia; i 

The number of foreigners not naturalized; 

The total number of children between five and twenty-one 
years of age; 

The number of families and the number of dwelling houses; 

The number of acres of improved and unimproved lands; 

An enumeration of agriculture, mining and manufacturing sta- 
tistics, including the value of the products of the farm, herd, 
orchard and dairy, each, and the value of manufactured articles, 
and of minerals sold, the year preceding the census; 

The number of miles of railway finished and unfinished; 

The number of colleges and universities, with the number of 
pupils therein. 

Src. 115. The executive council may require such other matters 
to be ascertained and returned as they deem expedient. 

Sec. 116. The secretary. of state shall file and preserve in his 
office the abstracts received from the county auditors, and cause 
an abstract thereof to be recorded in a book to be by him pre- 
pared for that purpose, and published in such manner as the ex- 
ecutive council may direct. 

Serc. 117. When any township assessor fails to make an accurate 


^ 


` return of the census as herein provided, the county auditor may 


appoint some suitable person to take the census according to the 
provisions of this chapter, at as early a day as practicable; which | 
shall be done at the expense of the county in which the service is 
performed. 

Sec. 118. The executive council may require any auditor failing 
to make returns as herein provided, to send up the returns as soon 
as practicable at the expense of the delinquent county. | 

Hon. John R. Shaffer, secretary of the Iowa state agricultural 
society, writes this office under date of November 24, 1888, saying: 
“We should, for the credit of our state, take a census every year, 
or at least every two years.” ' 

Hon. Robert W. Furnas, secretary of the Nebraska ‘state 
board of agriculture, says, (December 10, 1888): “We have no 
law providing for gathering and compiling agricultural statistics. 
Our board, at its last meeting, appointed a committee to petition the 


COMMISSIONER OF IMMIGRATION. 41 


legislature on this subject, and we hope to be better provided in 
‘the near future.” l 

In the state of Michigan, the annual statistics relating to agri- 
culture, live stock, ete., are collected by the assessors and compiled 
by the secretary of state, as provided in thé following act, approved 
March 5, 1887: : , 

SECTION 1. That it shall be the duty of the supervisor of each 
township and ward, and assessor of each assessment district, at the 
time of taking a list of the taxable property, or between the first 
“Monday of April and the third Monday of May in each year, to 
ascertain and set down in a table prepared for that purpose, the 
number of acres of improved land in each farm; the number of 
acres sown with wheat then on the ground; the number of acres 
and the number of bushels each of corn, wheat, oats, clover seed, 
and potatoes raised, and the number of acres and the number of 
tons of hay cut the preceding year; the number of pounds of wool, 
and the number of sheep sheared the preceding year; the number 
each of horses, cattle (other than milch cows), sheep and hogs 
six months old and over; the number of milch cows, the number 
of acres of apple trees, and the number of acres of peach trees, 
and such other facts relating to agriculture, pomology, and horti- 
‘culture as may be deemed useful; and it shall be the duty of each 
Supervisor and assessor to forward the said tabular statement to 
the secretary of state, on or before the 25th day of May next 
thereafter, officially certified to as being correct and true, accord- 
ing to his best knowledge and belief. 

Sec. 2. The secretary of state shall condense and arrange in 
proper form for publication, the statistics taken in pursuance of 
the provisions of this act, and present an abstract of the same to 
the governor, on the first day of August of each year, oras soon 
thereafter as practical. The secretary of state shall also cause a 
sufficient number of copies of such abstracts to be printed, to 
furnish one copy to each newspaper published in this state, one’ 
copy to each member of the legislature, one copy to each super- 
"visor and assessor, one copy to each crop correspondent, and five 
hundred copies for general distribution. The secretary of state 
Shall also cause supplemental reports to be printed in connection 
“with, and part of the monthly crop reports, stating, not later than 
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the month of June, the number of pounds of wool and the num- 
ber of sheep sheared the preceding year, and the number of 
sheep to be sheared the year of taking the report, and, not later 
than the month of July, comparative tables showing the number 
of acres of wheat, oats, clover seed, and hay cut the preceding 
year, and the number of bushels of grain and tons of hay har- 
vested the preceding year, together with the number of acres off 
wheat and hay on ground at time of taking such report, and the 
condition of the same. The secretary of state shall also cause to 
be printed, in either the monthly crop reports or annual abstract, 
any statement or deduction which he may deem to be of impor- 
tance to the agriculturalists, pomologists, and horticulturists, in- 
cluding the results of excessive cropping or mixed farming. 

SEc. 3. The secretary of state shall as soon as practicable after 
the passage of this act trausmit to each county clerk of this state, 
a sufficient number of copies of this act, to furnish each super- 
visor or assessor of his county with one; also a sufficient. 
number of blanks to be prepared by him, to be used in carry- 
ing out the provisions of this act. The county clerk of each. 
county shall, on receiving the same, immediately distribute said 
copies and blanks to the supervisors or assessors of his county. 
The secretary shall each year thereafter, before the first day of 
April, transmit-to each county clerk, a sufficient number of blanks, 
to be distributed by such clerk to the supervisors or assessors of 
his county, to be used in carrying out the provisions of this act. 

Src. 4. Any supervisor or assessor willfully neglecting or refus- 
ing to perform all the duties prescribed by this act, shall forfeit the 
sum of fifty dollars, and any person refusing to give the informa- 
tion required by this act, shall forfeit the sum of fifty dollars, to 
be recovered in either case in the name of the people of the state 
of Michigan, for the use of the contingent fund of the township 
where such failure or refusal occurred. 

Sec. 5. It shall be the duty of the secretary of state to notify 
the prosecuting attorney of the county, of any forfeiture under 
this act, who shall immediately commence a suit for the recovery 
thereof, and prosecute the same to a final termination. 

Ohio has a law which provides for the collection of agricul- 
tural and-other statistics by the assessors at the time of making 
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the annual assessment, and for their return to, and compilation by 
the secretary of state. So has the state of California. 

Indiana maintains a bureau of statistics, to the chief of which 
the assessors make returns of the statistical data collected when 
recording the annual assessment of real and personal property. 

In the state of Connecticut, a census is taken every five years 
after the date of-the latest national census, this state census includ- 
ing the statistics of agriculture, population, ete. 

Massachusetts compiles a census of the agricultural and pop- 
ulation statistics in the same manner as the state of Connecticut,’ 
viz: Between the dates of the taking of the national census. 
The vital statistics of the first named state are compiled, annually, 
by the secretary of the commonwealth. In addition to the fore- 
going, Massachusetts maintains a bureau of statisties of labor, 
which collects annually, the statistics relating to industries, cover- 
ing the following points: Capital, employes, wages and product. 
Special appropriation is made for this work of $6,500. 

Rhode Island collects and publishes a state census for the years 
ending with “5,” like Connecticut and Massachusetts. In addi- 
tion, the state maintains the office of “commissioner of indus- 
trial statistics," whose duty itis to collect and publish annually 
the facts and statistical details in relation to the condition of la- 
bor and business in all mechanical, manufacturing, commercial 
and other industrial business of the state. Section 2 of the act 
establishing this office provides that *every employer of labor and 


every person engaged in any industrial pursuit shall give the. 


commissioner of industrial statisties all proper and necessary in- 
formation to enable him to perform the duties herein required of 
him, and in default thereof, upon reasonable demand, shall be 
fined twenty dollars." 

The state of Georgia has lately appropriated $20,000 for the 
establishment df a “bureau of immigration,” and the agricultural 
and mechanical statistics are annually collected in the following: 
manner; (laws of 1875): 

SEc. 920, Paragraph 12. - It shall be the duty of the receiver of 
tax returns, or the person acting as such, in each county in this 
state, by the fifteenth of July in each year, to obtain from every 
-taxpayer in his county a statement, under oath, of the acreage 
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planted by him or her of the different crops grown in the county; 
also, the product of any manufactories in which he or she may be 
interested, and other statistics, agricultural and mechanical, which 
may be valuable, as showing the material resources of the state— 
the acreage planted to be taken for the current year, and the pro- 
duction for the preceding year. Said statement by the taxpayer 
shall be obligatory on him. 

Src. 1465. It shall be the duty of the commissioner of agri- 
culture of this state, to furnish the tax receivers of the several 
counties with the necessary books or blanks for taking the returns 
provided for in item 12, of section 920, and the duties required in 
said item shall be performed under his instructions, and said re- 
turns forwarded to the commissioner on or before the first day of 
August in each year. 

It shall be the duty of the commissioner of agriculture, annu 
ally, to consolidate and publish said returns for public informa- 
tion, in such manner and at such time as he may deem expedient, 
and shall also keep on file in his office, one or more copies of said 
consolidated returns of each county in the state. 


In taking the foregoing statistics, the crop or farm statistics as 
given in by the white and colored population, shall be kept dis- 
tinct, and so returned by the receivers. 

North Carolina maintains a “department of agriculture, im- 


migration and statistics,” for the support of which, the state ap- 
propriated the sum of $21,000 for the fiscal year of 1887-8 and 


` $20,000 for the fiscal year 1888-89. 


Tennessee has established, by law, a “bureau of agriculture,. 
statistics, mines and immigration.” 

South Carolina maintains a “department of agriculture,” with 
the power, among others, to prescribe blanks and have them 
issued, through the commissioner [of agriculture] to the audi- 
tors of the various counties, with complete instructions for the 
collection of agricultural statistics and information; and it is 
made the duty of the county auditors to fill. all such blanks in 
accordance with instructions sent, and return the blanks, when 
filled, promptly to the commissioner of agriculture. 

To support this bureau, all moneys arising from the privilege - 
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tax are placed at its disposal—taxes which amount annually to” 
nearly $40,000. 

The Southern states, not already provided with immigration 
bureaus and agricultural departments, have recently inaugurated 
a movement (this cause having had its inception in the state of 
Alabama) with the view of inducing all the legislatures of the 


states south of the Potomac, to make liberal appropriations for the 


encouragement of immigration. 

After a careful investigation of the various measures for the 
collection and compilation, annually, of the statistics relating to 
agriculture, live stock, population, etc., now in successful opera- 
tion in many of the states of the union (a few of which have 
been outlined on the preceding pages), the statistician is of the 
opinion that the Dakota statute needs but three modifications in 
order to make it effective and satisfactory for the purposes in- 
tended. . 

In the first place, the law should be so amended as to 
provide for the return of statistical rolls by county, township, city 
aud village assessors to the county clerk or auditor of each organ- 
ized county, and it should be made the duty of county clerks and 
auditors to forward an abstract of these returns to the office of the 
territorial statistician. 

Another modification suggested by the statistician is the addi- 
tion of a penalty clause to read something as follows: 

“Any county, township, city or village assessor, or county 
clerk or auditor, who shall wilfully neglect or refuse, in whole or 
in part, to perform the duties required in this act, shall be guilty 
of a misdemeanor, and, upon conviction thereof, shall be fined in 
a sum not less than: , nor more than dollars.” 

With these amendments incorporated in the present statute, 
the statistician has no hesitancy in declaring that the annual 
collection of the statistics of agriculture, live stock, population, 
ete., of each county, and the consequent publications of valuable 


tables, showing the yearly growth and advancement of the terri- 


tory, will be complete, reliable and certain. 

` Finally, all efforts to obtain from county coroners returns of 
vital statistics are utterly useless, so long as the territory is with- 
out some strict enactment, which will oblige physicians to make a 
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'report-to that official of the births and deaths oceurring under 
their notice. — 

The statistician recommends the elimination of Section 3 from 
Chapter 137, Session Laws 1885, and in lieu of it, the enactment 
of a registry law, which will provide for the recording of vital 
statistics by county boards of health; abstracts of each county 
record to be furnished at regular stated intervals to the territor- 
ial board of health. 


4 
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DAKOTA WEATHER SERVICE. 


Nore: The following article, printed originally in “Resources of Dakota,” 


. issued by this office in January, 1888, is republished with corrections and re- 
visions to date: 


Through the kind co-operation of the chief signal officer, 
United States army, nine stations of the United States signal 
service furnish each month to the commissioner of immigration, 
Dakota, a summary of their observations. These stations are 
located as follows: 


o 


Locality. Latitude. | Longitude. 
f 
Missouri Valley: M. S. M. 8. 
Yankton L olie eher ve bd a ak aa sans 49 45 97 8 
Huro O exer v nate A a bo ea Iis 44 91 98 90 
Fort Sally ic cu exec Du EE ohh ae adiu: 44 30 101 44 
Extreme Northwest: 
Moorhóad akte aktè on eva a 46 51 96 50 
St. Vincente rer aco wr EX XV TE Flag haue vea ecd 49 00 97 00 
Fort Doblelt seus sewn oi gaivoaan ra nea E da AT 51 98 57 
BAD OTAN il ee d xu VEN AL RD EUREN 46 48 108 58 
Fort Buford............. 3 2e am ads 48 30 100 38 
Northern Slope: 
Deadwood (Office changed to Rapid City) 44 23 103 43 


In addition to the data obtained from these regular reports this 
office has had the advantage, in preparing the weather statistics 
published in this article, of consulting the most complete and 
elaborate set of Dakota weather records ever before compiled 
covering, as they do, some thirty widely separated stations in the 
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territory and extending over a period, in some instances, of fifteen 


. years. These valuable weather records were transcribed, under 


the direction of General Greely, chief signal officer, Washington, 
from the original reports, filed in the war department, of the post 
surgeons of all the government posts established in Dakota. since 
1872; the reports of the various signal stations maintained from 
time to time in the territory, and the reports of several voluntary 
observers. 


From these official and reliable reports the following weather 
tables have been prepared with much labor and care. 


. From these tables it will be seen that January is the coldest: 
month m the year in Dakota, and July the warmest. The weather 
is six degrees warmer in February than January and nearly three 
degrees warmer in December than in January or February. The 
average temperature of the three winter months in Dakota, cov- 
ering a long period of years, is 11.89. For the spring months . 
the average temperature is 41.1 © —or about the mean annualtem- 
perature of the Territory. In March the weather is nearly 12 
degrees warmer than the preceding month, April 18 degrees 
warmer than March, and May.14 degrees warmer than April. The. 
average temperature during the summer time is 69.1°. In June 
the weather grows warmer by 9 degrees, and in July the maxi- 
mum temperature of the season is reached, viz: 718 9. Ding 
August the thermometer begins to fall, and the average tempera- 
ture of this month is 2 degrees and a fraction below that of July. 
The average temperature during the fall is 8 degrees higher 
than during the three months of spring, viz: 441°. In Séptem- 
ber the thermometer averages 10.8? lower than in August, Oc- 
tober 13.19 below September, and November 18° lower than 
October. . 

The following table, wherein the average state of the weather 
in Dakota, based on observations covering a period of fifteen 
years, is compared with the monthly and annual mean tempera- 
ture of one of the New England and one of the Western 
states, shows that in no month of the year does the weather aver- 
age so cold in Dakota as in either Minnesota or New Hampshire: 


MEAN TEMPERATURE. 


1 


THE MEAN MONTHLY AND ANNUAL TEMPERATURE IN DAKOTA FOR THE PERIODS AND LOCALITIES NAMED BELOW. 


"Tp y 


March. 
October. 
Temperature 
for 
each locality. 


April. 


Januarv. 

| June. 
July. 
August, 
November. 
December. 
Mean Annual 


May. 


| 
| 
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PEBIOD COVERED BY REPORTS. 


(DATES INCLUSIVE.) 


e | September. 


pa o 


Ft. Abercrombie.... 


» 
. 


July, 1874 to Oct., 1877. Record of Post Surgeon. (Incomplete.) 

July 1874 to date. Record of Post Surgeon. 

April, 1882 to Feb., 1884. Record of voluntary observer. 

Oct., 1880 to Nov., 1885. Record of Signal Service, 

Oct., 1874 to date. Record of Signal Service, 

1874 to date, Record of P. S. prior to Jan., '79. Signal Ser. since. 
1878 to date. * Record of Signal Service, 

Jan., 1879 to May, 1884. Record of Post Surgeon. 

July, 1881 to date. Record of Signal Service. 

Sept., 1875 to Dec. 1878. Record of Post Surgeon. 

July, 1879 to date. Record of Post Surgeon. 

Dec., 1878 to April 1882. Recocd of voluntary observer. (Incomplete.) 
June, 1877 to Nov. 1882. Record of voluntary observer. 

March, 1873 to date, Record of Post Surgeon and Signal service. 

July, 1874 to date. Record of Post Surgeon. 

July, 1874 to Oct., 1878. Record of Post Surgeon, 

884 to date. Record of voluntary observer. 

July, 1874 to Aug., 1877. Record of Post Surgeon. 

Sept., 1876 to date. Record of Post Surgeon. 

July, 1874.to May 1883. Record of P. S. to Feb. 1879, Sig. Service to 1888. 
May, 1872 to date. Record of Signal Service and Post Surgeon. 

July, 1874 to date, Record of Post Surgeon to Jan., '84, Signal Ser. since, 
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Ft. Stevenson 
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Fort Totten......... 
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May 1886. Record of voluntary observer. (Incomplete.) 


, 1874 to Aug., 1876. Record of Post Surgeon. 

June, 1882 to date. Record of voluntary observer, 

April, 1878 to date. Record of Signal Service. 

Jan., 1882 to date, Record of Signal Service and Post Surgeon. 


Ft. Wadsworth... .. 
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Ft, Yates.........- 
Fargo (Moorhead) 
Mean monthly 
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annual temperature 


for Territory.......| 6.8[12.9/24.2/42.556.7|65.8|71 8/69.6/58.8,45.7|27.7|15.0| 41.5 


* Observations taken at Lead City from June to October, inclusive, 1878. 
ne 


NOTE.— he latest observations included in the above calculations are those of December, 1886. 
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TABLE SHOWING THE MEAN, MONTHLY TEMPERATURE IN DAKOTA SINCE 1872 
For the six months beginning with October and ending with March, at the several localities named below 


atthe 


eee ee ee n 


t o 
SÉ. 
^ Pry 
E 
Stations, 1872 | 1878 | 1874 | 1875 | 1876 | 1877 | 1878 | 1879 | 1880 | 1881 | 1882 | 1883 | 1884 | 1885 | 1886 | 1887 | 1888 È 28 
, Suo 
Soc 
Vu o i 
= 
Q [*] o o [e] o o o o o o o o [e] o o o o to 
Ft. Avercrombie, 1.0... e sees ao enseseoe | om | wees | 47.9 | 45.8 | 88.8 | 88.014 . |... | .... |... sen ees d orn 42.5 E 
Ft. A. Lincoln,,..... 8 vereseseecoec +... Jon] voce | 50,2 | 44.6 | 443 | 46.7 | 41.5 | 50.01 45.11 89.6 | 45.0 | 38.8 | 45.9 | 48.6 1 47.8 |.. 44.9 
Alexandria o. ......... o voaeoes sree e | vuen | enn | cease . [eee eons w " oun ve. |47.2 | 42 8 ven koun 45.0 z E 
Ft. Bennett. , O ETE wane | ye w | vos veces | oe nu ... | 46 2 | 48.8 | 48.1 | 42.8 (50.6 | 45 0 . 46.1 > 
Bismarck . eee e eyes [cose | eves | 45.5 ( 42 6 | 41.0 | 42.9 | 40 2 | 48,8 | 42.5 | 40.5 | 45.8 | 40.4 | 46.5 | 48.0 | 47.3 | 40.7 | 4 43.1 koi 
Ft. Buford.. VU von asasen n veve | oe | 44.8 | 46,5 | 40.9 | 48 7 | 97.0 1 45,8 | 41 11 38.6 | 440 | 88.9 | 44.5 | 48.0 | 44.8 | 40.2 | 41 6 | 42.7 
*Deadwood (Rapid City)... isses noun | vo w | eee | don | over 499.4 | wou, | 42.21 89,9 | d£ 5 | 40.1 | 49.5 | 40.2 | 47.7 | 40.8 | 44 42.8 - E 
} Ft. Hale aoe eee PTSD TLE IEEE puree poe os fane | gare | 45,5 148.9 1806 | 4801... |. |. 48.6 e 
Huron, EMEN esle€deede]. eode deed. | 44-8 1489] 43.9 | 49.6 | 48.2 | 50.7 | 42.2 | 41,8 | 45.6 gs 
Lower Brule Agency . 0. isses de e TD 140,4 AB 43 4| 468] i 002. 1... un 46.6 S 
Ft. Meade , VÉ aK un AAA past eee vé os . LEN "^ san aye suan tsa’ t... ' 54.6 47 6 42.7 47.6 39.9 48.7 48.8 42.7 a 46 5 F3 
Morriston.. oui «esses serat a su . bann e es TD | W 2o. 154.0 as A e ... FA 0 
Olivet , te po PE ed one neos oe awe ae l 1 47.0 55.4 43.9 47.3 50 9 teen pom ge 9 LL I are abo mea 48 3 O 
Pembina ...... TN EN 85.8 | 42 6 | 87.7 | 37,11 39.5 | 85.5 44.8 | 839 0 | 85.1] .... | 86.1] .... | 88.6 | 45.4 | 35.01 38.4 | 886 ej 
Ft. Randall, .. eee eem evavteseus | osse | seen 150.7 | 50.1 | 47,0 | 44.0 | 400 | 59.8 | 47.5 | 48.8 | 58.2 | 46.1 | 54.4 | 484 | 55.4 | .... | .... 1505 . 
Ft. Rice ....... L vule eeeeeam e sm |... .. . | 49.2 | 45.8 | 41.6 8 | 407 Poema ees e. van eee exl]. . 41.6 azi 
Richardton ..... esses ses ss ess s ds | cl l kenn bebe Lecce does pee ed n] ss 1462 1489 | 45.1] ... 46.7 us 
Ft, Seward 1... eese asasen sen 44.4 1405 | 40.8 | .... |.... | edes | ween | sons . seas oeedoeede 41 7 E 
Ft. Sisseton, A w | sere | oue O es. | 40.2 ... | 89.5 | 62.6 | 41.5 | 40.1 | 45.5 | 40.2 | 46.3 | 42.0 | 49.1 . 44.8 ; 
Ft. Stevenson. . O | ors .... | 44.8 | 42.2 | 40.6 | 40.8 | 88 7 | 45,7 | 40.7 | 88.1 | 42.5 sa vou | swen eu 41.6 
Ft. Sully... .. cece eee eese sees. | 02.8 | 42.1 | 50.9 | 48.9 | 40.9 | 45.0 | 47 6 | 66.6 | 46.7 | 45.9 | 50,1 | 44.0 | 52.9 | 47.7 | 52.0 | 45.5 | 43.0 | 48 4 
Ft. Totten..... bonn mm ne seses sann | ores | o.. 145,3 | 40.1 | 89.4 1 41.6 | 40.6 | 48.6 | 41.0 | 36.4 | 43.9 | 40.1 | 42.6 | 80.8 | 46.0 | 87.1 | 34.8 | 41.1 
Vermillion . TOTNM eu venn | ves ... . es boe one kwen l sour | eee 48.8 venn 48.3 
Wadsworth . erc ems] sess | cess | sss | 46.2 | 42,0 |... . DO KON eee ede. eel van venn 44.1 
Webster .... . eseeeeesessmmeesesÉ dnm | osere | onem | cane | ason | ason Jees poo esl] es 156.4 | 45.410 45.3 | 51.1 | .... 50.1 - 
Yankton .... . veseeoeeoorsounouvoecoon | cove | 46.5 | 49,3 | 47.2 | 45.2 | 46 9 147.8 ; 58,9 | 46.0 | 48.8 | 53.0 | 460 | 58.9 | 468 | 55.8 | 46.8 | 44 2 | 48.9 
Ft. Yates.. VM boue | savon deed. " VEM | ess djs]. | 45.0 | 89.2 | 47.7 | 43.9 | 48.6 ... 44.9 
Fargo (Moorhead). . es] van vous dele eade deed ee | eye 45.8 | 40.0 40.8 | 48.4 | 88.4 | 41.0 | 42.6 
Mean temp. each year for "Territory by EE | 
months; and mean monthly temp, cover- | 
ing period of vears. emos ees 52.3 | 41.5 ! 47 3 | 44.4 1 41.7! 48.8! 42.2 58.7. 49.8 1 49.0 | 47.8 ! 41.51 48.5 | 44.6 | 48.6 | 40.7 | 40.9 l 45.4 
* Deadwood U, s. Signal Office removed to Rapid City in 1888. 
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TABLE SHOWING THE MEAN MONTHLY TEMPERATURE. —Continued 
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STATIONS. 1872 | 1878 | 1874 | 1875 | 1876 | 1877 | 1878 | 1879 | 1880 | 1881 | 1882 | 1883 | 1884 | 1885 | 1886 | 1887 | 1888 BES 
Ei 


o ó o Q o o o o * a] o [e] o o Q Or 


Ft. Abercrombie, .2.......... een so. | eves | 22.8 | 18.7 | 16 8 he ve 
Et. A. Lincoln. +... w ser e |... | coos | 28.0 | 20.0 | 24 1] 82 0 | 87.1 | 24.2 
An vorn alesis dish, Ao IER Sd RP ie este ll ue est IA "TIT n . 

Ft, BennetL..... cccc ce cece crn eneqgs van ev d ace ; n HOSTE 
Bismarck ... .. DU ma AT UA. 177 | 16.8 | 20.2 | 29:6 
Ft. Buford..... veuve a ARE eee Sle n PRÈ Ada SÈ 16211601! 21.6 | 87 6 
*Deadwood (Rapid City) rior... 6. iam i^ Sa Nè 24-1 | cing 
Et, Hale L3 . * . ee sea oer a 4 ee LI * #« ès LLLI tann 
Huron, esos en ... ee e né en è .o o» sann # an vee SI ee DAN JWA wae 
Lower Brule Agency . Vues: E deen’ [tag L 26.2 | 20-0 | 31.6 | 37.5 

t. Meade oo u..ra eeu nner oe e oe oe vos # on tos oe "m san e 
MoITIS SOD iio da de A COO aaa ai A dace os (ke AP nas aa EN E 


5 
'Olivet s.e.. oos tn ese nidans ove oe “a ks» «vs ses + LI tenn 30.1 36.9 H 
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o. 


SOON -h 


93.6 | 281]| 24.5 976 | 800 | 24.2 |... 
| 36] vou kise. lo... | 80.9 

11250 196.0) 25.5 
26 7 | 24.6 
35.0 | 3t.0 | 32.8 
30 0 | 28:0 | 29.6. 
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ea MET 
E olay an) a E akte 810 167 | 23. 25.9 | 25.7 
Pembina. -8 | 35.5 | 86.8 32.8 f .... |... 


WE Randall... vire ea ee da ms Sel... | 99.4 128.6 | 30.0 33.2 | 40.3 | 8 


OCOD Me 
ee 

oo 
n2 

an 

wen 

wes 


- NES 
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1 ES 


Tt. RICE. . ve venn en ae ei what trae we e.. b. . * * 91 4 20.5 25.4 82 5 n. ya 4 bó ae tau» ] v.s. ove ee |} . + a... P" 
Richardton .....oomsomo.o asas ine cae od Pops : wer EN | weed | sees faa. [aw eue oie ae ip eee L ee BOLL BE, 9-1 29. LE o | aay 
Ft. Se Watios be | es oo ane ee oe 18 0 15.0 18.3 oe aoe 25/5 i 99.1 95.6 96.0 91.9 984 944 ten ve 

4 sessy 60 .. e ^49 84452449 meee ome tee sou “an . ean 0.0 Us ot + 
ea 35.4 | 97.0 | 19.8 | 2191260]... 


Ft. Stevenson .. s ise mH | su. .. 117 8 | 15.5 | 20.0 | 27. 


SWORN oe tn A onza tes IMB AG ON $5 laa ada Wann lo ae ol pate’ tos i A Pans . 
DA AA SWA WE A US ma dan dese. poun [sa 8BBO | 349 | aia} BO] |. 
VanktOn..sscccccceccscectecvecscesssecee | e | 86.4 | 80.5 | 26.1 | 27 2 | 31 6 | 38.9 | 34.7 | 23.5 | 324 | 34.9 | 34,8 | 84.5 | 34,8 | 80.7 | 85.3 | 82.1 
Fy Yate m" PAS WOW ý ENE a Lo oa ede wwe éw on bane "e^ ros ote a LI s s... t.s.‘ 
kuire (Motriiead).... ban tne mow as vo c os. sae wave , . «son èn ..o.s eee eden eee IEEE 25.2 28.2 25.8 27.8 21.7 25.9 25.7 
Mcan temp. pen year tor In by EAM 

ths: : nean monthly temp. cov- RS — | e AA | A | A | 2 BÓ | renee 
cing period ol P e | 24.5 | 29.2 | 21.1 | 19.4 | 22.4 | 30.7 | 96.4 | 20.2 | 19.8 | 27 2 | 2a | 28.7 | 30 9 | 92.6 | 25.9 | 29.0 | 2.2] 27.7 

+ Deadwood U, S. Signal Office, 1emoved to Rapid City in 1888. 
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TABLE SHOWING MEAN MONTHLY TEMPERATURE.—Continued. 


“ture 


Jak PO fort et Mean Temp 
for the month 
at each locality. 


STATIONS. 1872 | 1878 | 1874 | 1775 | 1876 | 1877 | 1878 | 1879 | 1880 | 1881 | 1882 | 1888 | 1884 | 1885 | 1886 | 1887 


ran 
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[e] 
Ft, Abercrombie , (ux MEARE AAA eat ccs A 
Ft. A. Lincoln ..... PRA d ka ed a a DRA E Mes CU aza A as ol E A, 
Alexandria .....ssevsvesererssseccooo ... 
nh a CIDE EL E OE A A A n ME aV es 
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TABLE SHOWING THE MEAN MONTHLY TEMPERATURE.—Continued. 
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TABLE SHOWING THE 'MEAN MONTHLY TEMPERATURE Continued, 
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» TABLE SHOWING THE MEAN TEMPERATURE,—Continued. 
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The. following interesting facts are gathered from the fore- 
going records: January and February, 1875, were the coldest 
months experienced in the territory during a period of fifteen 
years. 'The years 1878 and 1880 were remarkàble for an average 
temperature in January, butafew degrees below the usual weather 
of the month of March, In 1876 we had the coldest March in 
Bixteen years (which was very closely approached in severity by 
the weather of last March), and 1878 the warmest. December, 
1879. was the coldest December covering the same period, and 
1877 the warmest. In 1875 we had the severest weather for No- 
vember, 1878 the mildest. 


The month of October in Dakota is noted for the wonderful 
evenness of its temperature, there having been a variation since 
1872 of but eight degrees above and four degrees and a fraction 
below the average mean for this month. 

The average temperature of the weather in Dakota for the six 
months beginning with October of one year and ending with 
March of the next, for the sixteen seasons since 1872, has been as 


follows: 
Degrees. Degrees 
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IO16- gee as EE e a amatè 20.8 E EPE E ET 20.6 
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18789 s uo reeks Se cae tee 92.9. ABBOT coco ioo Xn a BRRSCO LEA 17.9 
I870-90. 0. aded ER AR do ERN 23.7 LOST AA i A 17.6 

Mean average for sixteen yearS........ ccc cee cet eee ntn 21.8 


The winters of 1874-5, 1886-7 and 1887-8 were the coldest, and 
the winter of 1877-8 the mildest during the period covered by 
these observations. i 


No country in the world can compare with Dakota in the way 
of elear, bright, sunshiny weather. Two hundred and ninety days 
of the year 1887 were classed by the observers as either fair or 
clear, leaving but seventy-five days, or an average of six and a 
fraction to each month, which could be called cloudy or stormy. 
These were distributed throughout the four seasons as follows: 
Winter, 18 cloudy or stormy days; spring, 23; summer, 20; fall, 14. 
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TABLE SHOWING THE NUMBER OF CLEAR, FAIR AND CLOUDY DAYS IN DAKOTA DURING EACH MONTH OF THE YEAR 1887 
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PRECIPITATION. a 
THE AVERAGE MONTHLY AND ANNUAL PRECIPITATION (RAINFALL AND MELTED SNOW) IN DAKOTA, FOR THE PERIODS , 
i AND LOCALITIES NAMED BELOW. m ' . 
- J 
qe) 
E 9| .| 818 lass PERIOD COVERED BY REPORTS. 
STATIONS. Bl al. $igiS5iagi3i*&s3. 
s DIE E ¿lalo Eb oe aTe E TR (DATES INCLUSIVE.) 
81% ale ig] Pilsie| slo] 8 lexus ; 
ale || || 2/23/42 o a aj“ 
; in. | in. | in, | in. | in. | in. | in, | in. | in. | in. | in. | in. | 1n. 

Ft. Abercrombie ....|0.50/0.09/0.63/1.70/1.80|1.73|1.79/2 18|1.85|0.87/0.60|0.52] 18.76 | July 1874 to Oct. 1877. Record of Post Surgeon, (Incomplete.) td 

Ft. A. Lincoln.......(0.44|6.6410.84/2.80/2.45|2.96|1. 75,2 14/0.80|1 04/0 49/0 79| 16.95 | July 1874 to date. Record of Post Surgeon. ed 

Alexandria ......... |0.28/1.07|1.1218.86/8,47 |4.20/5.26 3.20/1.18/2.41/0.40/0.82 .54 | March 1882 to Feb. 1884. Record of voluntary observer. tl r 
Ft. Bennett,.,.......]0.78]0.64/1.01]2.20/2.58/3.97]2.17/2.21]1 2410.6910.29]0.45| 17.85 | Oct. 1880 to Nov. 1885. Record of Signal Service. A 

Bismarck ............|0.54]0.64/1.05|2.78/2.91|8.40/2.98/2.60|1.24|1.19/0.75]0.77| 20.10 | Oct. 1874 to date. Record of Signal Service. , z 

Ft. Buford .........-./0.55/0,45/0.50/1.28/2.3212.79/1.75/1.62/0.72/0.96/0.49/0.65/ 18.91 | July 1874 to date. Record of Post Sur. prior to Jan. 1879, Sig. Ser. since, > 

Deadwood ...........|1.04/1.26/1.99/5.02/4. 7018.69/2.83/2.12/1.38|1.84/1.85/1.50; 28.28 | Jan. 1878 to date. Record of Signal Service * - 

Eiresteel ii sais esse 0.55/0.28/5.18|2.12/8.87|2.92/4.38/2.92.3 10/1.00/0.78/0.32| 27.60 | Feb. 1875 to June 1877. Record of voluntary observer. 

Ft. Hale............./0.39/1.09/0.97/1. 43/3.00/3 71/2.39/2.5210.70/2.8210.2510 49) 19.62 | Jan. 1879 to May 1884. Record of Post Surgeon. ka 

Huron .....,.........10.21/0.84/0.70|2.72/3.73/4.14|4 82/3 37/1.85/1.86/0.66|1 39| 28 65 | July 1881 to date. Record of Signal Service. ti 

Lower Brule Agency|0.20/0.18/0.82/1.806/1.81,1.30/8.27/2.91/2.01,0.44|0.34/0.79 15.13 | Sept. 1875, to Dec. 1878. Record of Post Surgeon. H 

Ft. Meade .........../0.71/0.56|1.18/2.80|4.48!2.78|1.98/1.82/0.49|0.78/0.51|v.49] 19.22 | July 1879 to date. Record of Post Surgeoni. O 

Morriston ... .....,.(0.58/1.28(1.86/2.77/4.26/4 6914 51/3.44/2.17/1.97/0 52|1,04) 31.08 | July 1877 to July 1884. Record of voluntary observer. zd 

Olivet ............ .. .|0.84|1.14/0.04/2.51,4.86/4.57,2.93/3.02|2.14/2. 80,0.84|1 26] 26.56 | June 1877 to Nov. 1882. Record of voluntary observer. H 

Pembina ........ ex 0,4610.76/1.00/1.59/2.91/3.78/2.53/2.34/1.52 1.67|1.42 0.99] 21.91 | July 1874 to date. Record of Post Surgeon and Signal Service. o 

Ft Randall .. ...... 0.44/0.87:1.58/2.74/4.36/5. 18,3 07/3.02/2.39/1.83,0.55|1.85| 28.98 | July 1874 to date. Record of Post Surgeon. . Ed 

Ft. Rice ..... PE MS 0.2411.2311.04/3.60/4,15/2 64/1.51/1.10/1.39,1.24/0.90/0.73| 15.01 | July 1874 to Oct. 1878. Record of Post Surgeon. (Incomplete.) 

Richardton ..........[1.50/0.87/1.00/8.41/2.65/4.20/6.98/3 5811 30/0.83/0.93/0.87| 28.17 | Feb. 1884 to date. Record of voluntary observer. = 

Ft, Seward e+e 0.05/0.11/0.89/1.15[3.28|3.97/1.87/1. 78/1. 57/0. 65/0.08/0,10| 15.08 | July 1874 to Aug. 1877. Record of Post Surgeon. ir} 

Ft, Sisseton ........ 0.37/0.401.05/2 14/2.68]3.58]8.46]2.87]1.87]1.99.0.61]0.62) 17.28 | Sept. 1876 to date. Record of Post Surgeon, > El 

Ft. Stevenson..... ...|0.37]0.44/1.09|1.34/2.83/4.13|1.76|2.01/1.40]0.96,0 49/0 43] 19,11 | July 1874 to May 1883. Record of Post Sur. to Feb. 1879, Sig. Ser. to 1883, 

Ft. Sully............./0,42/0.88/0.7211.95/2.77/8.42/3.06/2.18|0.94/0.63/0.48/U.59| 17.39 | July 1874 to date. Record of Signal Seryice and Post Surgeon. 

Vermillion.... .... »../0.96/0,40/1.80/2.97/1.69/2.88/2.35/3.87/2,18/1.58/1.35/0.52| 19.19 | Jan. 1884 to date. Record of voluntary observer (Incomplete). "p a 
Ft. Wadsworth... . [1.86/0.58/2 65/2.35/2.26/1.87 1.954 1211.88/1.63/1.45/2 19! 25.73 | July 1874 to Aug. 1876; Record of Post Surgeon. 

Webster ...,........ 1.58/2,89/2.46/4.87/6.18/7.24/6.80/2 53/8 18/4.84/1.86/2.11! 44.61 | June 1882 to date, Record of voluntary observer. 

Yankton ....... ... 0.50/0.82/1.29/3.89/4.45/4.81|3.74/3.05|2.93]1 66/0.6710.72] 28.49 | April 1878 to date. Record of Signal Service. 

Ft. Yates. . ........]10.84/0.28]0.46]1.84|1.51]8.841/2.57|1.87|0.75]0 50/0.32]0.57| 14.27 | Jan. 1882 to date. Record of Signal Service and Post Surgeon, 

Fargo (Moorhead) .. .j0.73/0.92/0.80/2.39/2.97|4.37|4.85/3.4211.95/2.77/1.2210.78| 27.17 | Jan. 1881 to date. Record of Signal Service. A 

Ft. Totten ....... 0.36/0.57|0.90|1.59/2.70/8.40/2.40¡2.87/1.08/1.39/0.68lU.62| 18.34 July 1874 to date. Record of P. S. to Jan. 1884, Signal Service since. 
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APRIL. di 
TABLE SHOWING THE PRECIPITATION (RAINFALL) IN DAKOTA 
Durmg the growing months, covering a period of years, at the several localities as named below. 
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Stations. 1878 | 1874 | 1875 | 1876 | 1877 | 1878 | 1879 | 1880 | 1881 | 1882 | 1883 | 1884 | 1885 | 1886 | 1887 | 1888 


Mean rainfall for 
the month for 
each locality. 
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Average monthl rainfall "for ‘Territory dor Scu Rye, a NEQU NECNON. a o | a | CSS MISERE PORN AAA actus ata PUR 
Genre named. c a . ala ce krè mi ea 1.11 | 0.20 | 2.09 | 1.21 | 2.25 | 4.74 | 1.97 | 1.13 | 1.19 | 3.18 | 2.40 | 2.58 | 2.98 | 3.44 | 2.30 | 0.87 


* Deadwood U. S. TER Office removed to bond City in 1888. 
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TABLE SHOWING THE PRECIPITATION.—Continued. 
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* Deadwood U, S. Signal Office, removed to Rapid City in 1888, 
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TABLE SHOWING THE PRECIPITATION—CONTINUED. | 
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STATIONS. 1872 | 1873 | 1874 | 1875 | 1876 | 1877 | 1878 | 1879 | 1880 | 1881 | 1882 | 1888 | 1884 | 1885 | 1886 | 1887 | 1888 


Mean rainfall 
for month for 
each locahty. 
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*Deadwood U. S. Signal Office removed to Rapid Cit» in 1888. 
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TABLE SHOWING THE PRECIPITATION —CONTINUED. 
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Beginning with January in Dakota, the month of the year 
when the least: moisture is precipitated, there is a slight increase 
of snowfall in February, which is nearly doubled in quantity by 
the rain and snowfall of March. In April the average rainfall is 
2.50 inches, or twice the depth of moisture falling in the preced- 
ig month. This is increased 30° per cent. in May, the average 


precipitation of the month being 3.20 inches, while in June, at just 


the time the rainfall is most needed to benefit the growing crops 
in this region of late harvests, the maximum precipitation during 
any single month of the year is reached, averaging 3.64 inches. 
During the last half of the year the amount of moisture precipi- 
tated each month lessens in about the same ratio as it increases 
during the first half. 

By seasons we have the following result: In the winter months 
the total precipitation averages 2.25 inches; in the spring, 6.96 
inches; in the summer, 9.39 inches; and in the fall, 3.77 inches. 
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AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTS. 


Nore: The following article, printed originally in “Resources of Dakota,” 
issued by this office in January, 1888, is republished with corrections and re- 
visions to date: 


Wheat is Dakota’s principal agricultural product and will un-. 
doubtedly ever remain her chief staple, owing to the extremely 
favorable conditions which prevail within the territory for raising: 
the best quality of wheat at the lowest possible cost per bushel.. 
The report of the bureau of chemistry of the United States de- 
partment of agriculture, 1884, contains the result of an analysis of 
2,759 specimens of wheat, among which were included samples 
from every state of the union, and many foreign countries. 

The chemist, (page 70-79 of the report), says that the deter- 
mination of the albuminoids, in connection with the size and con- 
dition of the wheat, settle, so far as a chemical and physical 
examination can succeed, the peculiarities and relative values of 
the samples submitted. 

The result of the analysis is to establish the fact by national 
investigation that in the two most important desiderata, dryness. 
and richness in albuminoids, Dakota wheat ranks the best of any 
grown on American soil, and probably averages the best of all the 
world. . 

Dakota has the soil, the climate and every advantage in her 
favor as a competitor for supplying the wheat buyers of the world 
with bread, and whenever our intelligent, thinking farmers grasp 
the situation and till their lands as do the farmers of Europe, or: 
even the farmers of the older settled areas of our own country, 
we shall at once attain, and forever maintain the prestige of the: 
wheat producers of the globe. 

If the Dakota farmer can afford to raise wheat under the. 
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—— 


general hap-hazard style of farming, which brings him only a third 
of the yield the land ought to and would produce with skillful man- 
agement; with a reckless investment in farm machinery and.an 


utter disregard of caring for it after it has been purchased, as has ` 


characterized his operations in the past; and with no thought of 
husbanding his crops for a favorable market but, acting in concert 


with all his neighbors he throws the entire season's yield, as soon - 
as threshed, on the hands of the grain speculator, which, as a matter | 


of course, affects the market disastrously—and still compete with 
the pauper-labor of India and the careful, painstaking farmer of 
Europe, what wealth and prosperity is in store for this same 


farmer when he shall, by means of scientific agriculture, double: 


the yields of his fields; when`he shall act judiciously in creating 
indebtedness and sensibly in housing his machinery; when he 
shall provide a storage-house for'his grain, and compel the grain 
buyer to seek him instead of putting himself entirely within the 
power of the elevators as now, and, last of all, when he shall 


diversify his crop and combine stock-raising, dairying, and the: 


other valuable adjuncts of farming with his yearly wheat ventures! 
The farmers of New, England cultivate an impoverished 


soil, but by constant tillage and the use of.fertilizers, this same 


land has averaged for the past five years a yield of 30.8 bushels of 

corn to the acre, while the rich loam of the Missouri valley— 
where nature has furnished every aid to increase the farmers 
wealth—returned but 29.8 bushels. 

It costs the Dakota farmer quite as much for seed, labor, taxes, 
living, etc., to raise twelve bushels of wheat to the acre as jf he 
had raised double that amount. An increase of a single bushel 
in the average yield of wheat means over $2,000,000 to. be distri- 
buted among the farmers of Dakota—every cent of which, outside 
of the cost of threshing and marketing, is clear gain. 

Under the present statistical law of the territory it is very diff- 
cult, in fact almost impossible, for this office to obtain the data 
which will give Dakota the proper credit for the crops she annu- 
ally harvests., As has been explained on the preceding pages of 
this report, only a few of the whole number of assessors comply with 
the terms,of the act and the. commissioner of immigration is depen- 
dent, almost solely, on the kind co-operation of county auditors, 
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clerks and other officials, and voluntary reporters selected from 
among the farmers, for statistical information regarding the 
season's crops. , 

The statements, which follow, of the farm yields of Dakota for 
the years 1887 and 1888, were compiled from several hundred re- 
ports, made to this office by officials and farmers, repre- 
senting every county of the territory. The acreage and yield for 
each county was obtained by taking the average of a number of 
estimates from different sources in the same locality, and, where- 
ever possible, this result was again verified by the assessors' an- 
nual return of statistics. The totals, as herewith published are 
believed to be as nearly accurate and reliable as it is possible to 
make them. Tg 

Dakota, 1n 1887, raised 62,559,499 bushels of wheat, from an 
acreage of 3,818,754, or an average of 163 bushels to the acre, 
which was more wheat than was ever credited to any one 
state of the union for a season's yield, or about one-seventh 
of the entire wheat crop of the United States in 1886—or almost 
one thirtieth of the wheat crop of the world. “With her resources 
but partially developed, with but one-thirtieth of her area sown to 
grain, th3 tarritory even now takes rank far ahead of the fa- 
mous wheat-growing states of the union, and leads all competitors 
in the`quality of the grain produced and the cost of production 
The eventualities of the near future, when the millions of acres 
of vacant land are peopled, and add their product to augment the 
grand total; when farmers apply lessons of science and economy 
to the operations of agriculture, and when the. completion of a 
net-work of railroads give the product of the most distant 
farm an outlet through the lakes to the sea-board at one- 
fourth the present cost of transportation, cannot fill the mind with 
a single hope of wealth, grandeur and prosperity for Dakota which 
will not be realized. 

The entire wheat crop of the United States could be grown on 
our wheat land, and even then there would remain a vacant area 
larger than the combined surface of the states of New York, Mary- 
land, Vermont, New Hampshire, New Jersey, Massachusetts, Con- 
necticut, Delaware and Rhode Island. 

The great extent of fertile soil, of cheap lands easily tilled, 
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and yielding a bountiful return for the husbandman's efforts, 
will rapidly carry the territory to her eventual position, that of 
furnishing the food supplies of the nation. But in this agricul- 
tural country, to bring about the full measure of success, there 
must be an encouragement of the farmers to diversify their pro- 
ductions. “Man cannot live by bread alone,”—neither will the 
farmer be the most successful who confines his operations in the 
one direction of raising wheat.: The experiment was tried in the 
gettlement of Illinois, of Wisconsin, of Minnesota, of Kansas, and 
Nebraska, and the failures marking the attempts to grow wheat 
exclusively there, is a lesson to be heeded. 

The farmer, as a general rule, begins operations on his new 
home with'a very limited capital:—the cost of breaking the land, 
of erecting buildings, and the purchase of farm implements must 
be met by the immediate sale of his yearly productions, and no 
crop is so readily changed into cash as wheat. Asa result the new 
comers to Dakota were, perforce, wheat-growers. But now that 
the farm has been developed, and the heavy expenditures of the 
first years are lessened—he is investing his surplus earnings in 
cattle, horses, sheep and hogs, and in dairying and cheese making. 

The corn market is seldom over-stocked. In the cultiva- 
tion of this farm product there 1s little or no competition of other 
countries, and if the price is unsatisfactory the farmer is never 
at a loss to find profitable and varied uses for his surplus at 
home. Of corn and other feed for farm animals only a small 
portion of the crop comes within reach of the speculator, whereas, 
with wheat, nearly every bushel is shipped from the farm, and, as 
an official of the government says, “is a prey to speculation every 
step of the way from the first country market to the consumer's 
larder 1,000 to 5,000 miles distant, running a long gauntlet of for- 
warders, carriers, commission and elevator men, and buyers on 
speculation, whose charges all come out of the price fixed by the 
world's competion, leaving to the grower whatever remainder the 
rapacity of this army of distribution may haye been unable to 
confiscate." | l 

Wheat will always be the leading crop of the territory, and a 
more profitable one even than now, when by a rotation of uses the 
soil is made to yield the farmer a better, surer and larger return, 
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and when his live stock interests shall relieve him from the neces- 
sity of crowding his wheat crop on the low markets of the early 
fall. 

There can be no more certain and positive ‘dination of the suc- 
cess and wealth in store for the farmers, than is displayed by the 
progress of the past three years towards a diversity of crops. 

It is with a marked degree of satisfaction those, who are inter- 
ested in our welfare, observe the increased area sown from year to 
year in corn, oats, barley, and the tame grasses. It means that the 


‘farmer has profited by the failures recorded in the early history of 


all the Western states, and is too wise and intelligent to place his 
dependence on the yield of a single cereal. It means that he has 
become a stock-raiser as well as a tiller of the soil. 

A study of the statements in another part of this report, exhib- 
iting the rapid increase each year of the numbers and value of 
farm animals in the territory, in connection with the enlargement 
of the area planted to corn and other stock supplies, is a convinc- 
ing proof that those engaged in agricultural pursuits are following 
in the footsteps of the successful farmers of Iowa and Illinois, and 
have adopted mixed farming and the plan of diversifying farm ` 
products. 

A constantly increasing investment in hogs, cows, sheep and 
horses, which must follow as a natural result of the ventures of 
those who have already demonstrated its value, will make doubly 
certain the future development and success of the agricultural in- 
terests of the territory. The time is remembered when Dakota 
was considered as lying outside of the corn belt, and the same was 
thought to be true as regards the adaptability of the soil and 
climate for the raising of wheat; ‘but, as the supposition that wheat 
could not be grown on our soil has been demonstrated to be without 
foundation, just so is experience teaching the world that the corn 
area of the Northwest extends far beyond the boundary, to which 
it was confined a few years ago. 

We have seen the corn area extended from the few counties in 
the extreme southeast, until to-day, the acreage planted in the ter- 
ritory will almost equal that planted to corn, in one-half the states 
of the union. Corn is now a leading crop with the farmers of 
every county in the southern and central sections of Dakota, of 
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the Black Hills, and is raised in considerable quantities even in 
the counties of the north, especially in the counties bordering on 
the Missouri river. | 

Each year witnesses the widening of the corn belt and the 
gradual conversion of the farmers of the most northerly localities 
to the belief, because of actual results, that corn can be grown any- 
where in the territory. 

The yield of corn for 1887, as given in the accompanying state- 
` ment is the report of several hundred correspondents, representing 
every county. 

The acreage and yield was obtained by counties, and for each 
county an average was taken of several different estimates cover- 
ing the same locality. o 

Whenever it could be done, the crop data were compared 
with the assessors’ returns for the year. 

The result of these compilations show an area planted to corn, 
in 1887, of 608,807 acres, yielding a crop of 24,511,726 bushels, or 
an average yield for the territory of forty bushels to the acre. 

In the three years from 1884, the corn crop of Dakota has more 
than trebled in quantity, with the certainty of constantly increas- 
ing, in the future, this established ratio of progress, 

The territory in 1887 raised more corn than the entire product 
in 1886, of either the state of New York, Minnesota, Maryland, 
South Carolina, New Jersey, Louisiana, West Virginia, California, 
or seventeen other states and territories. 

The flax crop of the territory in 1879, amounted to 26,757 
bushels; in 1884, to 2,282,788 bushels; in 1885, to 2,916,983 bushels, 
and in 1886 to 3,844,323 bushels. 

From careful estimates based on a large number of reports, re-- 
presenting every county, the acreage sown in flax in 1887 was 412,- 
741 acres, and the yield amounted to 3,910,944 bushels, or an 
average yield of over nine bushels to the acre. - 

In 1860 the rye crop amounted to 700 bushels; 24,859 bushels 
in 1880; 196,750 bushels in 1885 and 316,586 bushels in 1887. 

Of barley, the yield in 1870 was 4,118 bushels; in 1880, 277,424 
bushels; in 1885, 2,170,059 bushels and in 1887, 6,400,568 bushels. 

“The territory harvested, in 1860, 2,540 bushels of oats; in 1870, 
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f 114,327 bushels; in 1880, 2,217,132 bushels; in 1885, 22,970,098 
bushels, and in 1887, 43,267,478 bushels. 
` The buckwheat crop of 1860 amounted to 115 bushels; 179 
- bushels in 1870; 2,521 bushels in 1880; 51,466 bushels in 1885 and 
97,230 bushels in 1887. 
In 1860 the potato crop was 9,489 bushels; in 1870, 50, 177 
bushels; in 1880, 664,086 bushels, and in 1885, 3,868,860 bushels. 
Owing to extraordinary climatic visitations, the yield of the 
- principal farm products for the past year was below the usual 
average and much less than the favorable conditions, during the 
first stages of the growing season, gave promise of. 
The following estimate of the crops of 1888 is based upon as- 
sessors returns of acreage sown and the statements of reliable cor- 
respondents as to the yield per acre: 


- Acres. Bushels.. 
: WI a EAR W A 3,847,833 37,763,847 
E meat n A a to e e A eal 1,111,574. 30,408,585 

Coleco montane ss ibid datei Ve A ad 615,055 19,068,680 

| Barley ........ nee wur DD 197,982 3,811,882 
| l0 MUERE "C TM 16,878 248,952 
Buckwheab. esecctrx e E ka kaa EUCH a VES RR ~ 8,907 50,791 

l O A tenn la ood manse ka ti 329,288 2,963,947 
5 O 40,982 4,679,328 


| The census of 1880 gave the value of all farm products in Da- 
ji kota for the crop year o£ 1879 at $5,648,814, while the value of live 
stock was placed at $6,463,274. 
In 1885 the products of the farm had increased to $36,808,131, 
and the value of live stock to $40,528,897. 
- On January 1, 1887, the value of live stock in the territory: had 
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i reached the vast sum of $43,195,229—an amount nearly 50 per 
| | cent. greater than the value of the three principal farm products, 
i wheat, corn and oats—of the same year. 

P . If we add to the sum given as the value of Dakota’s live stock, 
| the value of the dairy products and of the wool clip for the same 
year, some idea may be had of the rapidly inereasing investment 


by our farmers in the growing of stock. 
i In 1880 there were in the territory 41,670 horses, 2,708 mules, 
l 40,572 milch cows, 100,243 head of cattle, 30,244 sheep and 63,394 
| hogs. 
t 
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In 1886 these numbers had increased to 227,027 horse-, 11,904 
mules, 199,480 milch cows, 710,934 cattle, 256,209 sheep and 427,- 
176 hogs. Official returns show the percentage of increase in the 
number of animals for the year ending January 1, 1887, as follows: 

Horses, 10 per cent.; mules, 3 per cent.; milch cows, 10 per 
cent.; cattle, 13 per cent.; sheep, 1 per cent., and hogs 20 per cent. 

In seven years the value of live stock, in Dakota, has increased 
$36,365,064, or more than an average increase of $5,000,000 per 
year. 

According to the report of the department of agriculture, 
Washington, issued January 1, 1888, there were in the territory on 


that date, 247,459 horses, 12,323 mules, 223,418 milch cows, 767,809 - 


cattle, 216,019 sheep and 533,970 hogs, the total value of all amount- 
ing to $45,467,579. 
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LAND ENTRIES.. 


THE SETTLEMENT OF THE PUBLIC DOMAIN, IN DAKOTA, FOR THE TWO 
YEARS ENDING JUNE 30, 1888. 

Note: The following article, printed originally in “Resources of Dakota,” 
issued by this office in January, 1888, is republished with corrections and re- 
visions to date: 

There were 13,855 new filings during the year ending June 50, 
1887, under the general land laws, as follows: Homesteads, 4,771; 
pre-emptions, 4,946; and tree claims, 4,138. 

The area newly filed on during the year was 2,067,281 acres. 

There were 10,750 final proofs made, of which 6,592 were cash 
entries, 3,787 final homestead entries, and 371 timber culture 
proofs. Of the cash entries, there were 4,581 proofs made under 
the pre-emption law, and 2,011 commuted homesteads. 

The area acquired by final proof and cash entry, during the 
year, was 1,586,672 acres, and that purchased by land scrip 2,387 
acres. 

There was a very large immigration during the year named, to 
the Deadwood, Devils Lake and Bismarck districts, where some of 
the public land remains unsurveyed. 

` The area of unsurveyed lands taken up, but not filed on, was esti- 
mated as being equivalent to one-third of the area filed on in these 
three districts, or about 200,000 acres, and the number of squatter 
claimants, not including their families, about 1,400. 

The sales of lands to settlers by the Northern Pacific Rail- 
road Company, and private owners in different sections of the 
territory during the same period can only be approximated. How- 
ever, it is safe to estimate these sales as equivalent to 20 per cent. 
of the area of the government lands filed on for the year or avout 
400,000 acres acquired by private sale. 

The grand total of lands newly filed on and purchased by im- 
migrants for settlement for the year in question, therefore, closely 
approximated the number of 2,667,281 acres, or 4,168 square miles, 
an area four times greater than that of Rhode Island, about three 
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times that of Delaware or nearly that contained within the bound- 
aries of the state of Connecticut. 

The following table shows the public land entries at each of the 
ten United States land offices i in the territory for the year ending 
June 30, 1887: 


l glļa 8 lèg |f Fa 3 SE E 
£ Bo v g a lIe “a = ba T 
E 3 pa 2.3 ag V han Da g 
a $ |8 uH E E 3 A HO. |g. 
DISTRICTS. 313 18 ¡38131 |3 |? E BRE | BF 
A = Ra jean a d e 8 Ba 
5 | $184) 8s (683 esi BS] y aga | as 
9 Aaj? a 6 |20 : 5: 
o | &§ lee st [Ss S&|ER| 58 | 588 | BE 
& IEE ja |o & |E 4 < 4 
Mw onon] fan Si W W Bi a T 
1 El evos as saos as ccn 9 y 
Watertown .............| 677| 622, 588; 502| 320; 842; 47] 204,169) 256,929) 160 
Huron.............. e |] 613) 630) 769) 709) 572)  383|...... 220,856] 256,396; 640 
Aberdeen ...... ees] 642| 725| 485} 848| 876| 157|......| 286,193] 194,608] 240 
os. asa eae eee 
argo oor nose n oo , v 
Grand ke. 2x Mà 5| sa 58 ds 34] 10) MOX 57 8)... 
evils (— se "oce y) 
Bismarck ...... ........| 482) 439] 450} 209] 22 118] 2 202.8811 62875] 160 
Totals ........ i 4,9461 4,771) 4,188) 4,581) BON! 8,787] 3711 2,067,281) 1,586,672/ 2,887 
And the next table is the same showing by months: 
slala |$ lie lg |2 3 (53 |è 
“818 ¡5581381312 BUS |3 
E 3 g 3) E 53952 i 
Months. 313 13 |s8iei |£ e a FRE E B 
g 3 hos ga 2 . E wé a 8 & o 
C 9 va o sf E da d g Q A vo o egit noO 
ò | E |E8| o] ESE SETE] B8 | S88 | ES 
A BIER & Do u E < « 4 
July; 1886. . .....| 905] 474| 675| 478) 100| 339|  77| 302,408, 135,539) 640 
August, 1888............| 289) 351| 314| 302  88| 174| 22 149,975 75, 560 
- September, 1888. ........ 293] 373| 286! 306) 117| 150 1 144.153] 84 280 
October, 1886.... ........ 5] 453| 393| 578| 259 267 180,429] — 170,608| — 40 
CO MO W W W W EE B S 
ecember. , y sou ou 
January, 1887 168 278] 209) 347 17 191] 127,971)...... 
February, 1887.. 438; 187] 152| 207] 187| 185 4 ; 240 
March, 1887. .... 439) 425) 300) 263) 137| 263)  19| 104,172  102,812|...... 
A pril, BET A 667 454 373 258 10 382 29 219,211 116,125 "à 
y ... 9 , 
June, 1887 .............. 475| 488) 311} 132 498 6 229.303) 155, 400 
Totals ..........se00++| 4,946] 4,771] 4,188] 4,581] 2,011| 8,787] 371| 2,007,281. 1,586,672! 2,387 


There were 12,070 new filings under the general land laws du -- 
ing the year ending June 30, 1888, as follows: Homesteads, 3,828; 
pre-emptions, 4,208; and tree claims, 4,034. 

The area newly filed on during the period was 1,838, 14% 3. 

There were 10,455 final proofs made, of which 4,677 were cash 
entries, 5,577 final homestead entries and 201 timber cultui. proofs. 

Of the cash entries there were 3,328 proofs made under the 
pre-emption law and 1,349 commuted homesteads. The area ac- 
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‘quired by final proof and cash entry during the year was 1,616,650 


acres, and that purchased by land scrip 3,108 acres. 

The new settlements were almost equally distributed north and 
south of the seventh standard parallel. The area filed on in the 
four government land offices of Fargo, Grand Forks, Devil’s Lake 
and Bismarck amounted to 950,473, and in the six offices of Yank- 
ton, Mitchell, Watertown, Huron, Aberdeen and Deadwood to 
887,669 acres. The land districts last named include the older 
counties of the territory, which accounts for the large excess of 
lands acquired by final proof in these offices as compared with the 
area acquired in the four northern districts. The final proofs, 
south of the seventh standard parallel, covered a total area of 


1,157,754 acres, and those north of that line amounted to 458,896 


acres. 

The area of unsurveyed lands taken up but not filed on is esti- 

mated as being equivalent to one-third of the area filed on in the 
Bismarck and Devil’s Lake offices, or about 150,000 acres. 
- The sales of lands by the Northern Pacific Railroad Company 
and private owners in different sections of the territory are ap- 
proximated as being equivalent to 25 per cent. of the government 
lands filed on for the year, or about 460,000 acres. 

The grand total of lands newly filed on and purchased by im- 
migrants for settlement for the year ending June 30, 1888, there- 
fore closely approximates the sum of 2,500,000 acres or 3,900 
square miles, an area twice that of the state of Delaware. 


NUMBER OF FILINGS, ETC. IN EACH U. S. LAND DISTRICT IN DAKOTA FOR 
THE YEAR ENDING JUNE 80, 1888. 


g 


: . 2 tou ko o : 

$0 T zi ko) = S S ka 8 3 E 

E br Sa E -Ù 3 ko 9 "d 

= E | 2 Av |o E + 2 33 D 

e letal 3j = | 22 |i. 

DISTRICTS. S els {881560 fè 16 > es | Pa 

Rig Be |21 2 È ae. | 28 

E | 8 | 8a] Ee legal 2s | 58 e Sè 

? | g | 2h] sO|ESLS] ¿9/29 3 gee | 23 

g 8 | ESE gl [835 -& | ES 5 Sas | 58 

A me A Jo a E < < 4 
Yankton................] 194 92) 117; 117 64| 045 92 42,59 136,668} ..... 
Mitchell .. .............| 222 220] 399] 214| 194 1,305! 80] 129,856] 292,671 
Watertown ..-.....+..--| 548] 4491 567| 468| 255 5| 22, 249,414| 960 
Huron..................| 298| 350) 571] 406| 287; 820| 0| 148,520) 287.7971 160 
Aberdeen ,.......... ... 379; 4401 444) 582) 296) 429]..... 199,616] 188,267 
Deadwood .............. 4911 264) 126| 304 36 821.,.... 39,563 58,937]...... 
Fargo veoeeoeenooererarst 388] 399) 511| :221| 158 648| ` 15| 208,077) 160,252! 1,428 
Grand Forks.,.........- 638] 743| 653| 305| 105) 392 318,083| — 132,54 |...... 
Devils Lake ............| 722 490| 387| 518|  61|  23|......| 258,567  76,144|....., 
Bismarck ............... 408| 872) 262| 243 345 2| 165,746 89,860 80 
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NUMBER OF FILINGS, ETC. AT THE TEN U.S. LAND OFFICES IN DAKOTA 
During each month for the year ending June 30, 1888. 


‘ et j 2 Y 
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$ E EE È TIEFE SE | ER 3 zé 8 33 
a. E Q E E 
a — CEN, CES AO EII A AA PANA 
1887. Na 
TA? © TO AY 36: 297] 2751 826) 98] 440] se 140,298] 132,113 
August ..............-.-{ 2281 2151 226] 244) 100] 312|  19|  99,219| 102,756 
September ...,....... | 2501 262| 289 308] 112| 285 7| 131,972| 108,269) 40 
October... cesses 361| 348| 435| 509) 236} 522 i|  170,983|  212,190| 160 
November........... ..| 313| 406| 411 482 242| 619| 2h 137011  194,989| 160 
December, KAN nd 228| 368 967| 334! 149| 562|  30| 181188! 162839) 320 
1 ; 
January e.oa 192) 189) 145 " 63| 288]  183| 84908 80822| 477 
February 204| 221| 2431 131) 43] 167| 13. 100,008 — 58,501] 631 
March ,. 305| 826! 279| 173) 65 19| 186,436 — 67,628] 520 
April 6271 393) 4541 193 741 6471 A! 22.5501 142,835) 320 
Mas ALE E E ces 574] 420) 485| 280) 911 758]  19| 226.897] 186,268] 390 
June 5711 388) 525) 241! 56] 770|  11| 215973 175,140] 160 
Totals... .... esse 4,208| 8,828] 4,094| 3,328! 1,349] 5,5771 2011 1,888,142 1,616,650] 3,108 


No official count of the population of the territory has been 
taken since the federal census of 1885, and the only figures avail- 
able for the years 1886, 1887 and 1888 are estimates, approximately 


m eorrect, made by this office, and based on the public land entries 


as veported by the ten United States land offices in Dakota. On 
June 30,1886, Hon. Lauren Dunlap, then commissioner of immigra- 
tion, estimated the number of Dakota’s inhabitants to amount to 
500,000 souls. A year later, June 30, 1887, this office made an 
estimate which gave the territory a population of 568,477, and the 
estimate, by the same authority, for the year ending June 30, 
1888, indicated a gain of 62,346, or a total population, at that time, 
of 640,823. However, the commissioner is inclined to believe, 
from a review of the vote cast in the territory on November 6 
last, that his estimate of the present population of the territory 
shows a population larger than we really have. From a compari- 
son of this vote with other reliable data in his possession the com- 
missioner is quite satisfied that Dakota’s population to-day will 
approach closely to 600,000 people. 

Exclusive of Alaska, and deducting the area yet to be segre- 
gated for railroad and private land-claim grants, there remained 
in the United States, June 30, 1886 (as compiled from the annual 
repcrts of the commissioner of the General Land Office), 
573,344,605 acres of surveyed and unsurveyed lands—being the 
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entire area of the public domain, good, bad and indifferent, at the 
disposal of the government. Of this total of 573,000,000 acres 
remaining in the hands of the government June 30, 1886, prob- 
ably not more than 100,000,000 acres were agricultural lands. The 
officials of the government estimated the purely agricultural lands 
remaining in the West, June 30, 1883, at only 5,00,000 acres; but this 
estimate was certainly too low. At the present rate of disposal 
(more than 20,000,000 acres per annum), all the desirable lands 
owned by the government will have disappeared within the next 
five years. A study of these figures must convince the observing 
that the time is rapidiy approaching when the ^ public domain ” 
and “free government homes” will be an item of history only. 

The entire area of Dakota amounts to 96,596,480 acres. Of 
this, 26,847,105 acres are contained within Indian reservations; 
about 7,000,000 acres were granted by the government to aid in 
the construction of the Northern Pacific Railroad; 3,000,000 acres 
are set aside for support of schools; and, according to careful com- 
putations made for this office from the records and plat-books of 
the several land districts, there had been disposed of, up to June 
30, 1888, 37,779,180 acres under the general land laws—leaving a 
vacant. area open to settlement, at this time (not deducting the 
small area of unsurveyed lands held by squatters), of 21,970,195 
acres. | 

The Bismarck and Devil’s Lake land districts contain more 
than nine-tenths of the public lands subject to settlement in the 
territory. During the past seven years 34,000,000 acres of Dakota 
lands have been entered under the provisions of the government 
land laws—being an area greater than that of twenty-three of the 
states of the union (the list including New York, Mississippi, 
Pennsylvania, Ohio, Kentucky, Indiana, Maine), or equivalent to 
five New Hampshires, Vermonts or Marylands, six Massachusetts, 
seven New Jerseys, ten Connecticuts or twenty-five Delawares. 
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THE RAILROADS. 


Note: The following article, printed originally in “Resources of Dakota,” 


“issued by this office in January, 1888, is republished with corrections and re- 


visions to date: 

The settlers of Kansas, Nebraska, and Minnesota, in the early 
days, had a pretty hard time of it, if you take the situation in 
Dakota for comparison. Going West in the '50s meant a great 
deal more then than it does now. Then it signified the abandon- 
ment of society, the loss of the refining influence of churches, 
schools, neighbors, and friends. It meant a weary journey of 
days or weeks by wagon, into a country where the fear of an 
Indian outbreak was a constant menace, A year was occupied in 
the laborious effort of building the cabin of hewn logs, and in 
clearing and breaking the few acres set apart for the farm—for, 
in those days, tools and farming implements were crude affairs, 
and everything had to be done by hand. A journey for supplies, 
or to market the few bushels of farm product, necessitated a long 
absence from home and family, and was the event of the year. 

Villages, with their following of churches, schools and society, 
came only with the advent of the first railroad, ten, or perhaps, 
twice that number of years afterward. Twenty years ago, the 
railroads followed the path of civilization and settlement—and did 
not lead it, as they do now. Then, they awaited the results of the 
hardy pioneer’s efforts, and only sought an extension of their 
lines where a heavy traffic and a successful business was already 
assured. 

But the record of railroad building and settlement in Dakota 
has witnessed an entire departure from the history of other days. 
The shrewd capitalists at the head of the great railway corpora- 
tions of the Northwest, saw that here, in this territory, contain- 
ing the last of the public domain, with a soil growing the finest 
natural grasses in the world, and possessed of every essential con- 
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` dition for-successful farming, was to be built up the most populous 


and prosperous agricultural community of the union. 

The few settlements in the southeastern counties, and along 
the Red River of the North, made between the years of 1860 and 
1870, and the results of farming in the surrounding states of Min- 
nesota, Iowa and Nebraska, had practically demonstrated the 
fertility of Dakota’s soil. 

The track of the first railroad in the territory, was laid on 


- January 1, 1872, and from that date to the present time, there 


have been built 4,466 miles of completed roads—an average of 
263 miles each season, for seventeen years. Until the last two or 
three years the railroad construction of the territory was in ad- 
vance of settlement, or immigration, and the same is true of some 
lines being built to-day. The writer remembers traveling through 
the territory, in the fall of 1880, over a road then newly built, and 
he can never forget the feeling of loneliness, caused by the sight 
of such an expanse of vacant prairie—reaching away to the very 
horizon on every side. The entire day was spent in riding over a 
country, barren of the least sign of civilization. Not a house, not 
even the settler’s “shack” was to be seen anywhere—nothing but 
an ocean of virgin soil bearing an occasional convoy of frightened 
antelope. Counties were unorganized, and even the government 
surveys had notthen been completed. Today, the same counties are 
filled with splendid farms, and the homes of well-to-do people. 
Villages are so close together that one is scarcely ever away from 
the sight of a town. Some of the larger towns have grown to cities 
of several thousand population, with electric lights, artesian wells, 
water-works, street railways, manufactories, and magnificent busi- 
ness blocks. The comparisons given below will emphasize the ré- 
markable growth accomplished in so short a period: 

Beadle county, in 1880, had 37 acres in farms; in 1885, 135,834. 
Brown county, in 1880, had 468 acres in farms; in 1885, 248,346. 
Kingsbury county, in 1880, had 197 acres in farms; in 1885, 130,- 
068. Nelson returned no acreage,in farms in 1880, neither did 
Walsh nor Steele, but in 1885 Nelson had 70,532 acres under cul- 
tivation, Walsh 212,000, and Steele 76,469. 

Dakota’s population in 1860, taken from the United States 
census returns, was 2,576; in 1870, 13,000; in 1880, 183,548, and in 
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1885, 415,610. To-day careful estimates show the territory to 
. possess a population of 6005000. 

Dakota's remarkable increase in population, from 1870 to the 
present time, has never been equaled in the history of any state 
or territory and is the marvel of the world. It is plainly to be 
ascribed to the fact of the railways pushing ahead of the tide of 
immigration and making every section of the grand territory easi- 
ly accessible. Going West to-day, is not the great undertaking, 
the tedious journey of twenty-five years ago: Comfortably seated 
in a Pullman, and taking one's meals in a dining tar, is somewhat 
different from the experience of the pioneers of earlier days. 

Today, you can board a through train, in any city of the East, 
and tomorrow you are landed on the prairies of Dakota, within sight 
of your futurehome. Your car load of household goods, machinery 
and stock is on the side track awaiting your arrival. Material for 
the house is furnished at the nearest village and it takes but a day 
or two, ere your family is installed on the homestead. With im- 
proved machinery, and no trees or stones to be cleared from the 
land, you are enabled to break forty, sixty, or a hundred acres, and 
plant to crop the first season. Churches, schools, and neighbors, 
surround you on all sides and one soon learns that Dakota, 18 quite 
as civilized and as desirable a place to live in as any oier section 
of the union. 

Truly, times have changed, and, notwithstanding the accusa- 
tions against “grasping corporations,” and “soulless monopolies,” 
Dakota owes much of her present magnitude and prosperity to the 
builders of her railroads. 

* In 1871, the Northern Pacific railroad was extended west as 
far as the Red River of the North. the track reaching to the east- 
ern bank of that river, on the Minnesota side, on December 31, 
1871. | 

The day following, January 1, 1872, the rails were laid on Da- 
kota soil, in the gate city of Fargo. 

This was the first railroad built in the on although only 
a few days ahead of the second. 

The Dakota Southern road, nowa part of the Chicago, Milwau- 
kee & St. Paul railway, was projected in 1871, and built into south- 


“Hon. Lauren Dunlap in J anuary (1887) Bulletin. 
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eastern Dakota from Sioux City, during the same year, 1872, that 
the transcontinental line, several hundted miles to the north, was . 
laid aeross & vast uninhabited plain, on its way to the Pacific ocean. 

The line above and the one below was each pushed forward, 
during 1872, and in the spring of 1878, Yankton, then the capital 
of the territory, and Bismarck, at that time hardly an aspirant for 
similar honors, were both connected by rail with the rest of the 
world. : 

The railroad growth for the next eight years kept in advance 
of the settlement, but the development of Dakota, and the marked 
activity of her railroads, are dated more particularly from 1880, 
when the territory had a population of 135,177, aud a railroad 
mileage of 698 miles. 

The “boom ” years, as they were called, of that period, in the 
Red River valley, and beyond, and subsequently in central Dakota, 
were marked by extraordinary enterprise on the part of the rail- 
way companies. ? 

The territory of Dakota was thereupon advanced to a promin- 
ent place in the list of states, as given in the railroad mileage and 
building statistics of the country. 

The year 1885 was a dull season, generally, in new railroad con- 
struction. “The railroads in Dakota were waiting for the settler 
and the territory to catch up with the progress already made, and 
the lines of settlement reaching out in advance. 

During this year, however, the Black Hills began to feel the 
exhilaration consequent upon the assured approach of a railroad, 
and before the end of the year the people.of that region were able 
to take the cars at Buffalo Gap, where the Fremont, Elkhorn & 
Missouri Valley railroad stopped for the winter. The mileage in 
Dakota of the new Black Hills line, added in 1885, amounted to 
thirty seven miles. 

During the same year the Chieago & Northwestern railway 
built into Yankton from Centerville, a distance of twenty-nine 
miles, and lines of the Northern Pacific railroad were, respectively, 
built from Jamestown to LaMoure, forty-nine miles, and extended 
from New Rockford to Minnewaukan, a distance of thirty miles. 

The total mileage constructed in 1885 in Dakota was 145 miles. 

The year 1886 was one of great activity, and a number of very 
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important enterprises were inaugurated, which added a large 
mileage. The Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul railway, in that 
year, completed 250 miles of new track, and the St. Paul, Minne- 
apolis & Manitoba, added 230 miles to its mileage in the territory. 
The total number of miles of track laid during 1886 was 679. 

The mileage of newly constructed road in Dakota, undertaken 
by each company, and completed in 1887, is given below: 


Miles of new 


f 


NAME OF COMPANY. 7 road constr’d 
in 1887. 
Northern Pacific railway— i 
Grand Forks to Pembina .......e..eerseeeeeeeueeeeoocesooe 96- 
La Moure to Edgely....................... — 21— 117 
St. Paul, Minneapolis & Manitoba raibway—  - 
. Minot to Ft. Buford ............... usa eus ta EE Rae 142 
Rugby Junction to Bottineau ..........ooooooooooonomo..o. 38 
Park River to Langdon ................... cece eere eer ces 40 
Rutland to Ellendale ............« <<. ooooooooomcoommooso. T 49 
Minnesota line to Watertown ......-...cc cece ceccecesceens 46— 315 
Chicago, St. Paul, Minneapolis & Omaha railway— 
Salem to Mitchell . pwè si sa ee wk beeen tow ane YA senses es 33— 33 
Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul railway— 

i Bristol to Lake PreStOD........ eee cece eee veoeaesesssenes 73 
Wilmot extension ....... ———Ó PO 10 
Roscoe to Eureka 666.6 pwa aswar t VE XR RATE a RR 26— 109 

Chicago & Northwestern railway— 
Faulkton to Gettysburg ......eeeeseveeueeveessoseeeesesoes 44 
Verndon to Gzroton.4ce ke XO ke alan CA Saw Sockets 14— 58 
Fremont, Elkhorn & Missouri Valley railway— 
Rapid City to Sturgis ies aa klin di ao kan pu Ro RR RR sel 25— 25 
Minneapolis & Pacific railway— > 
Lidgerwood to BOYntON............eeesecsoesteeesscs oececes 70— 70 
Total miles of newly constructed road in 1887.......... 727 


And the total mileage of each company in the territory, on 
the completion of these extensions, was as follows: 


x 

NAME OF COMPANY: ‘operation 188. 
Black Hills & Fort Pierre railway .................... sesssosn 15 
Burlington, Cedar Rapids & Northern railway.... ............ 83 
Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul railway........................ 1,215 
Chicago & Northwestern railway .............eesessouoooceseon 758 
Chicago, St. Paul, Minneapolis & Omaha railway............... 87 
Fremont, Elkhorn & Missouri Valley railway .................. 123 
Minneapolis, St. Paul & Sault Ste. Marie railway............... 99 
St. Paul, Minneapolis & Manitoba railway ..................... 1,042 
Northern Pacific railway ............. A E 837 
Minneapolis & St. Louis railway .........eeeeeeeseceoeseouoseoes 40 


Total miles of railroad in 1887 ........................ 4,299 
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The railroad mileage completed during the building season of 
1888, was: 


Miles of newly 
NAME OF COMPANY. constructed 


road in 1888. 


St. Paul, Minneapolis € Manitoba railway= NO 


Watertown to Huron. sses... cc ec seen sese twee eee 70 
Minnesota boundary to Sioux Falls...................... 24. . 
Church’s Ferry to St. Johns. ........... uus rese 55— 149 
Illinois Central rallWAaY—. ...... elle ee ee ee ee east nose ene cones 
Ben Clare to Sioux Falls (in Dakota). .................. e. 15— 15 
Total miles of néwly constructed road in 1888................ 164 


And the total mileage of each company in the territory, De- 
cember 31, 1888, is as follows: 


* 


. ' Miles of road 
NAME OF COMPANY. in operation. 
. 1888. 
Black Hills £ Fort Pierre rallway..........ooooooocomoom.oooo»» 15 
Burlington, Cedar Rapids & Northern railway................. 83 
Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul railway.................... su 1,215 
Chicago € Northwestern railway................ eee eee 758 
Chicago, St. Paul, Minneapolis & Omaha railway........ neve en 87 
Fremont, Elkhorn & Missouri Valley railway.................. 123 
Minneapolis, St. Paul & Sault Ste. Marie ratllWay.s............ “99 
St. Paul, Minneapolis & Manitoba railway........... ......... 1,191 
Northern Pacific raiülway........ le ee va ne pren een eh hern 837 
Minneapolis £ St. Louis railway........... Pace cece pass senn ne 40 
Illinois Central railWAY. ............eese eee eseueeeueneseseese . 15 
Total miles of railroad in 1888. ................. Mh esent 44068 ' 


The following roads have been graded and are ready for the 
iron. 


Miles of road 
NAME OF COMPANY. graded. 


Aberdeen, Bismarck & Northwestern railway— 
From "Aberdeen, Brown county, to Bismarck, Burleigh 


county (Minneapolis, St. Paul & Sault Ste. Marie Ry.).... 160 
Forest City & Watertown railway— 
From Forest City to Hoven, Potter county. ................ 30 
Deadwood & Central City railway— 
From Deadwood to Lead CityY.................eoeecoeecen 5 
Total miles of road graded but not ironed.. .............. .... . 195 


The seasons of 1887 and 1888 added 891 miles of completed 
track to the railway systems of Dakota, making the total mileage 
in the territory to-day, 4,463, or more than had (January 1, 1887) 
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any one of twenty-five states of the union, and the equivalent, al- 
most, of the combined mileage of all the other territories. 

— At this writing, eight of the strongest railway corporations of 
the Northwest, viz.: The Chicago, Milwaukee and St. Paul; the 
St. Paul, Minneapolis and Manitoba; the Chicago and North- 
western, (controlling also the Fremont, Elkhorn and Missouri 

“Valley, and the Chicago, St. Paul, Minneapolis and Omaha;) the 
Northern Pacific; the Burlington, Cedar Rapids and Northern and 
the Minneapolis and St. Louis—both under the management of 
the “ Rock Island” system—the Illinois Central, and the Minne- 
apolis, St. Paul and Sault Ste. Marie, have a foothold in the terri- 
tory; with the certainty of the addition, each year of the future, as 
in the past, of some new giant competitor for a share in Da- 
kota's growing and profitable traffic. 

“The advent of a new season of railway construction invariably 
brings with it a struggle among the great and wealthy corporations 
for the possession of valuable territory—a rivalry which must con- 
tinue, at least, until Dakota, with three times the area of the state 
of Illinois, (for example), shall possess a corresponding ratio of 
railroad accommodation to the extent of her boundary; or, in other 
words, Illinois, with an area of 56,000 square miles and railroads 
10,000 miles in length, is a demonstration that Dakota, with an 
area of 151,000 square miles, may confidently expect the extension 
of her railway systems, of the future, to -approach even the 
sum of 30,000 miles. 


